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(360) 876-5139

(888) 225-5773

 (206) 624-3900

(800) 592-9995

 (866) 225-5773

 (800) 475-7526

(866) 225-5773

(360) 744-6275

911

(800) 222-1222

(360) 876-1700

(360) 871-2411

(360) 876-7030

(360) 440-6483

(360) 876-4991

(360) 692-6977

(360) 895-2222

(360) 876-3505

(360) 876-2224

(360) 874-6903

(360) 895-0142

(360) 895-0130

(360) 895-3800

(253) 851-7387

(360) 874-5600

(360) 874-6020

(360) 443-3470

253-620-8373

UTILITIES

City of Port Orchard – Water & Sewer

Puget Sound Energy

Cascade Natural Gas

Waste Management

Cable Wave Broadband    

Century Link Phone/Internet

Wave Broadband Phone/Internet

HOSPITAL (URGENT CARE)

Harrison Port Orchard

CITY NUMBERS

Emergency

American Poison Control Center

Police Department

Fire Department

City Clerk

Mayor’s Office

Public Works

OTHER

Humane Society

Auto Licensing 

Chamber of Commerce

Library

US Postal Service

The Clubhouse Restaurant

Golf Pro Shop

Homeowners Association Office

24 Hour Animal Hospital - Uptown Animal Hospital

SCHOOLS

South Kitsap High School

Cedar Heights Junior High

Sunny Slope Elementary

Charles Wright Academy

We are always looking for residents to follow up on leads, find great stories and 

send us ideas. Let’s celebrate the great things happening in our community! 

No contribution is too small. Please email tristan.manning@n2pub.com with 

your pictures, suggestions, or requests.

Tristan Manning
(360) 626-3163
tristan.manning@n2pub.com

Tania Lee 
(901) 833-9885
Tania.Lee@n2pub.com

Piper Willson
piperk03@gmail.com

Mary Buzas
mary@homestylebymary.com

Piper Willson
piperk03@gmail.com

RJ Flemister
contact@flemographics.com

Residents of McCormick Woods!

AREA DIRECTOR/PUBLISHER 
 

AD STRATEGIST

RESIDENT CONTENT  
COORDINATOR

RESIDENT JUNIOR 
CONTRIBUTOR

PHOTOGRAPHER

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

We are always looking for residents that are willing to contribute stories, 

pictures, ideas, and business recommendations. No contribution is too small. 

Email us at LATW@n2pub.com with your photos, suggestions, and requests.

DISCLAIMER: N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the McCormick Woods Homeowners Association, 
Inc. (the “Association”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not 
authorized or endorsed by the Association. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein 
do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements 
contained within the Life at the Woods magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. 
Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these 
companies. NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and 
they may be used in this publication.

I M P O RTA N T 

PHONE NUMBERS www.n2pub.com
© 2020 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.
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SponsorNeighborhood

I N D E X
This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted neighborhood vendor to use. 
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring the publication. These local businesses are 
proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for 
supporting the publication!

AESTHETICS/COSMETIC CARE
Anchored Aesthetics

(504) 939-5260

AIR CONDITIONING 
HEATING/AIR QUALITY

Air Masters, Inc.

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY
Stafford Suites
(360) 874-1212

AUTO COLLISION REPAIR
Fix Auto Collision - Port Orchard

AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE
Puget Sound Auto Repair

(360) 876-6785

AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP
Peninsula Auto Group

(800) 458-5808

CARPET CARE
His Touch Carpet Care and 

Detail Services
(360) 908-2153

CPA/TAX/ACCOUNTING
Peterson NW CPA

(360) 329-7031

DECKS & PATIOS
Northwest Decks

(253) 858-3130

ESTATE PLANNING / ELDER LAW
Rick Biehl Law
(360) 552-2662

EYE CARE & OPTICAL
Pacific EyeCare of Port Orchard

(360) 895-2020

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE
A-1 Door Service, Inc.

(360) 876-2814

GENERAL CONTRACTOR / 
REMODELING

Highlighter Construction
(360) 525-5852

GERMAN AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Dundon Motorsports

(253) 200-4454
dundonmotorsports.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Air Masters, Inc.

HOME AND OFFICE ORGANIZATION
Spring Home Organization

(360) 265-2477

HOME RENOVATION & REPAIR
Topham Home Renovations LLC

(253) 320-3441

HOME STAGING & DESIGN
HomeStyle By Mary

(248) 761-6663
www.homestylebymary.com

INSURANCE
Victor Thompson - Farmers Insurance

(360) 602-6999

KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELING
Kitsap Kitchen And Bath

(360) 697-5616

LANDSCAPING
Nature’s Design Landscaping

(360) 876-8917

LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES
Olympic Meadows Landscaping

(360) 932-6630

MORTGAGE COMPANY
Fairway Independent Mortgage

NATURAL MEDICINE
Port Orchard Natural Medicine

PET SITTING IN-HOME / WALKING / 
PET TAXI

Doggie Darlings
(360) 550-6744

PHOTOGRAPHER
Flemographics
(253) 394-6593

flemographics.com

REALTOR
Jessica Mandaro - Re/Max Town 

& Country
Jessica Mandaro
(360) 830-7039

MandaroRealEstate.com

South Kitsap Properties
Doug Miller

(360) 329-9690
SouthKitsapProperties.com

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS
Ace Mechanic Small Engines

(775) 770-0587

TREE CARE SERVICES
Gig Harbor Tree Service

(253) 514-0977

Your locally owned Subaru Dealer
John Dionas

President-Owner

800-458-5808
3888 W St Hwy 16, Bremerton

Between Bremerton & Port Orchard

15 MINUTES FROM GIG HARBOR ▪ CLOSED SUNDAYS FOR FAMILY DAY

PeninsulaSubaru.com

For the many miles ahead,
Peninsula Subaru is here for you!
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PEA-zza Pockets

By Hailey Nass

Makes 9 Pockets 

Vegan Chickpea Cheese:
• Nonstick baking spray 
• 3 and 1/2 cups plus 2 Tbsp water
• 1 cup plus 2 Tbsp chickpea or garbanzo bean flour
• 3 Tbsp nutritional yeast 
• 3 Tbsp tapioca starch 
• 1/4 tsp salt 

Do you have a yummy recipe to share? Email us at LATW@n2pub.com.

Crust:
• 1 cup brown rice flour, plus more for dusting 
• 1/2 cup sweet white sorghum flour 
• 3/4 cup plus 2 Tbsp potato or tapioca starch 
• 1 and 1/4 tsp xanthan gum 
• 2 tsp baking powder (gluten-free)
• 1/4 tsp baking soda 
• 1/2 tsp salt
• 4 tsp olive oil 
• 1/2 cups plus 2 Tbsp plant milk (oat, rice, hemp, almond)
• 1/2 tsp apple cider vinegar 

Tomato Sauce and Filling:
• 5 Tbsp tomato paste
• 1/2 tsp oregano 
• 1/2 tsp basil
• 1/2 tsp garlic powder 
• Any desired toppings that aren’t too watery (bell peppers, 

olives, sun-dried tomatoes, spinach, etc)

For the chickpea cheese: Spray a 9x5 inch loaf pan with baking 
spray. Add water to a large pot over medium-high heat. Bring 
water to boil and add remaining cheese ingredients and stir until 
thick and smooth. Turn off heat and pour cheese into prepared 
pan. Refrigerate until firm (approx. 5 hours), then shred. Keep 
shredded cheese refrigerated until ready to use. 

For the crust: In a large mixing bowl, mix brown rice flour, sor-
ghum flour, potato or tapioca starch, xantham gum, baking pow-
der, baking soda, and salt. Add olive oil and mix until the flour 
has small pea-sized clumps. In a measuring cup, mix plant milk 
and apple cider vinegar, then add flour mixture. Stir with a fork 
until dough forms. Refrigerate until ready to assemble pockets. 

For tomato sauce and filling: In a small bowl, mix the tomato 
paste, oregano, basil, and garlic powder, then set aside. Cut any 
desired filling into bite-sized pieces.

For assembly: Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. Line baking sheet 
with parchment paper and set aside. Lightly dust a cutting board 
with brown rice flour. Roll a 1/3 of dough into a 10x9 rectan-
gle (dough thickness should not exceed 1/4”). Cut dough into 3 
3x10” rectangles. Spread about 1/2 Tbsp of tomato paste into the 
middle of each rectangle. Add desired toppings and 1/4 cup of 
shredded chickpea cheese to half of each rectangle. Fold half of 
the dough over the filling and crimp edges with a fork to seal. Re-
peat this process with remaining dough and filling. Place pockets 
onto the baking sheet and bake for 15-20 minutes or until tops are 
golden brown. Serve and enjoy!
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McCormick Woods, meet the Darcey family! Kim, Kevin, Ken-
nedy, and Cole have lived on Troon Ave. for 13 years, blessing 
our neighborhood with their passion for our community! The 
family has capitalized on the amazing outdoor opportunities that 
McCormick Woods provides and the friendly community that 
McCormick Woods has built! 

Kevin, a teacher at John Sedgwick Middle School and baseball 
coach at South Kitsap, and Kim, a physician assistant, are Port 
Orchard natives. The couple met at John Sedgwick and started 
dating in high school. The couple attended Washington State 
University together, where they are sending their oldest, Kennedy, 
off to this fall! 

Cole, who is going to be a junior at South Kitsap High School, and 
Kennedy, who is kicking off her freshman year at WSU have both 
contributed greatly to their community over the years. Kennedy 
played volleyball at South Kitsap High School while Cole continues 
to fill his schedule with golf, basketball, and baseball. However, it 
is not just Cole and Kennedy that are activity enthusiasts. Kevin, 
a PE teacher, enjoys golfing in McCormick woods and coaching 
baseball and football in the South Kitsap School District. Kim enjoys 
spending her time running with her dad, who is a fellow McCormick 
Woods resident and their dog, Keagan! 

Another favorite pastime of the Darcey family is enjoying the 
great outdoors! The family of four loves camping in their trailer, 
visiting Maui on vacation, and enjoying summer nights in their 
backyard! The Darcey household is often the gathering place of 
many of Cole and Kennedy’s friends, which keeps their house full 
of excitement and energy. 

The Darcey family is a wonderful addition to the McCormick 
Woods community. Whether you see the family enjoying the 
trails, parks, or in the community, you will know this family by 
their contagious laughter and joy! Thank you to the Darcey family 
for making Life at the Woods a little bit sweeter!

360.895.2527
www.airmastersheating.com

32

THE Darcey FAMILY!

featured family
By Piper Willson | Photos by Flemographics
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UPHEAVAL
by Jared Diamond

resident book review reviewed by Helen Punches

This is the third in a series of 
books by Jared Diamond in 
which he explores the reasons 
why nations rise and fall. In 
Guns, Germs, and Steel, he 
outlined how geography and 
natural resources (including 
native animals) affected 
the uneven development 
of civilization around the 
globe. And by the way, 
from this epic book, which 
I thoroughly enjoyed, the 
fact I remember most 
clearly is that from the 
vast array of mammals 
on this earth, we have 
managed to domesticate 
only 14! See if you can 
name them. For reasons 

you know if you have a kitty, cats don’t count. 
Collapse is a study of how external pressures, the misuse of natural 

resources, and just plain denial caused some seemingly successful societ-
ies to fail. Upheaval looks at six nations that experienced extreme crises 
and how their responses, like individual responses to life crises, changed 
them in small and profound ways but allowed them to survive.

The six nations in question are Finland, Japan, Chile, Indonesia, 
Germany, and Australia. Except for Japan, Diamond has lived in and 
speaks the languages of all of them. The crises felt by Finland and Japan 
were caused by pressure from outside. The crises that rocked Chile and 
Indonesia were created internally, and Germany and Australia suffered 
not from an immediate crisis, but the gradual build-up of intolerable 
situations. In each case, the crisis was resolved or is being resolved by 
applying many or all of the same tools that are used to overcome per-
sonal crises, as well as some that apply to nations but not individuals. 
Diamond also devoted two chapters to the growing crises in the United 
States, which have the potential to undermine American democracy. 
But he points out that the U.S. has the national memory of overcoming 
crises in the past and can do it again, using the same toolbox employed 
by the other nations.

Ace Mechanic
Small Engines

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR * Pickup & Delivery

Nathan Bracken
Mechanic

775-770-0587 •Acemechanicpo@gmail.com
10+ years experience

"Nathan has done great work for me. 
I recommend him." ~ Jim S.

TophamHomeRenovation.com

253-320-3441

Over 30 years of combined experience
in Home renovations, New construction,

Decks, and Concrete work.

Lic# TOPHAHR815KF

The tools Diamond identifies for coping 
successfully with crises are:
• Acknowledging the problem
• Acceptance of responsibility to 

do something
• Isolating the problem to be solved
• Getting help
• Using others as models for solving 

the problem
• Ego strength (a sense of 

national identity)
• Honest self-appraisal
• Experience of previous crises
• Patience
• Adherence to core values
• Freedom from personal 

(or national) constraints

This is an interesting and informative 
book. I sometimes felt that maybe too 
much time was spent on peripheral or 
introductory material and then facts about 
the various national crises were kind of 
thrown out there very fast. But I quibble.

There are a number of questions inherent 
in this study of crises. Does a nation need 
a crisis in order to make changes? Do 
leaders make a difference? Can we actually 
learn from history? Will we?
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young achiever

Hailey

By Piper Willson

McCormick Woods, meet Hailey Nass, one of our amazing Young 
Achievers! Hailey, a junior in high school, has lived in McCormick 
Woods for 13 years. You might have seen Hailey out running or 
walking in McCormick Woods with her parents, Chad and Suzie, 
and her older sister Emily. 

Hailey, a compassionate and kind girl, hopes to follow in her 
parents and her sister’s footsteps as she pursues a career in 
education. As Hailey has grown up watching her parents shape 

We are now accepting young achiever recommendations! 
Email us at LATW@n2pub.

the lives of students at South Kitsap High School, she has 
been inspired to major in elementary education in college so 
that she can make a positive impact on children during their 
crucial developmental years. Hailey hopes to attend Western 
Washington University or Washington State University and 
participate in the Disney College Program. The Disney College 
Program is a highly competitive program where college stu-
dents work in the Disney parks and gain on-the-job experience 
while continuing their education. Hailey hopes to work in 
California, making the magic happen! 

Currently, Hailey is involved at South Kitsap through Acting 
Ensemble, FCCLA, wrestling stats, and golf. Hailey has taken 
part in Acting Ensemble, South Kitsap’s competitive acting 
troupe for two years, which she was inspired to join after 
watching her sister steal the show during her time on Acting 
Ensemble. Hailey brings her creativity and fun-loving energy 
to all her activities. Mrs. Nass, the FCCLA advisor at SK High 
School, enticed her daughter into joining the CTSO her fresh-
man year, where Hailey ended up thriving. Hailey made it to 
state in the food innovations category. She made a vegan/plant-
based entree that kids her age and younger would enjoy eating, 
and it certainly was a hit! Hailey plans to continue to improve 
her skills and dominate at FCCLA. 

With Hailey’s busy schedule and dedication to excellence, it 
takes great time management and self-discipline, which luckily 
Hailey possesses! Hailey keeps herself accountable by com-
pleting her homework and tasks as soon as she can, utilizing all 
free time in the evening, during class, and even before school 
at times. Hailey also values her amazing family and tries her 
hardest to fit in quality time with them when possible. For-
tunately, Mr. and Mrs. Nass both work at South Kitsap High 
school and are avid runners just like Hailey. Hailey and her 
parents capitalize on their passion for running by using it as a 
way to spend quality time together! 

Hailey thanks her family for always supporting her, especially 
her older sister Emily. Emily, who graduated in the class of 
2019, is a hardworking student and natural leader. Hailey says 
that she admires how hard Emily works for what she wants 
regardless of what others think. Hailey says that Emily inspires 
her to be kind to others and keep working hard in every facet of 
life so that she may reach her highest potential.

Hailey Nass brings joy with her everywhere she goes, and we 
are lucky to have her as a member of our community. Watch for 
her as she goes on to achieve great things in her final two years 
of high school and beyond! Thank you, Hailey, and we can’t wait 
to see what comes next for you in your Life at the Woods!

N A S S
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Professional 
Photography

High Definition 
Video

Full 3D Tour

‘Featured Property’ 
status on Zillow

Facebook Boost 
Advertising

At NO Additional Cost To The Seller

More Home Sold In McCormick Woods 
Than Any Other Realtor (2017-2020*)

* Numbers are based on resale units and do not include new construction

The South Kitsap Properties Advantage

SOLD

Contact Me Today For A Free Market Evaluation!
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resident musician
By Piper Willson

McCormick Woods is continually amazed and blessed by the 
outstanding talent of Kadin Backlund. While we have recognized 
him as a Young Achiever in our community, and a valedictorian 
of the class of 2020, you may not know that Kadin Backlund is an 
outstanding musician!

Kadin, 18, began to play the piano when he was in kindergarten. 
His teacher, Ms. Sullivan, had a son who played and recom-
mended piano for an extra challenge for Kadin, who was already 
an exceptional student. Twelve years later, Kadin continues to 
develop his skill and impress anyone who gets the opportunity 
to listen to him play. While Kadin is humble and prefers to prac-
tice and refine his skill, he enjoys the occasional “jam session” 
with some of the other McCormick Woods residents who are 
passionate about music!

Kadin has moved from teacher to teacher throughout his years 
of playing; however, he credits his second teacher, Dr. Irene 
Bowling, who he was with for ix years for lots of his growth as 
a musician. Dr. Bowling taught Kadin that he could apply the 
work ethic he was learning with piano to every facet of his life, 
and that patience and diligence will pay off not only in music but 
in business, athletics, and life overall. If you spend time with 
Kadin, you will find that these skills are ingrained deeply into his 
life. His patience and diligence are unparalleled as he shines in 
athletics, academics, and music.

While Kadin mainly enjoys listening to pop music and rap, he 
idolizes Billy Joel for his self-made success and career as a 

Do you know a resident that plays an instrument? Let us 
know at LATW@n2pub.com.

precious pets

THE SHETLAND SHEEPDOG

By Piper Willson

Welcome to McCormick Woods, Tali! The beautiful Shetland 
sheepdog is a newcomer to the Woods. Tali, now 3 years old, was 
adopted by the Willson family in March when they decided the 
best way they could spend their quarantine was loving up on a 
new furry friend! 

Tali was adopted by the Willsons after her old owner, a show 
dog enthusiast, could no longer show her or breed her. Tali had 
spent the first three years of her life being trained and showed 
in Ellensburg before she chipped her tooth and was disqualified 
from the sport. Tali has since won over her owners with her 
intense and masterful puppy-dog eyes and her flair for drama. 

The Willsons were warned that Tali was a bit of a food guru but 
weren’t prepared for Tali’s true passion for treats! In just the second 
week of Tali living with the Willsons, she snuck three whole hotdogs 
from the dinner table, and since then, she has enjoyed serving as the 
family “vacuum cleaner.” Tali’s favorite foods so far are ham, bacon, 
popcorn, and shortbread cookies -- which her owners occasionally 
give her when the puppy dog eyes are strong enough! 

When Tali isn’t begging for food, she enjoys chasing her tail, laying 
in the shade, and watching golfers pass by her house. You might 
have seen Tali on one of her many many rest stops while she 
walks. Tali prefers to lay in the shade than get her steps in, but her 
owners cheer her on by giving her loves and the occasional “jump 
start.” This is one of Tali’s few “diva” behaviors that makes her so 
fun and entertaining to have around. 

Though Tali has diva tendencies, she also is a very sweet and 
loving dog. While her family keeps busy, she likes to follow close 
behind, making sure she is a part of every event and experience 
she can be. She already loves to cuddle and sleep with her owners, 
and play with her family whenever she can! 

While Tali has only lived in the neighborhood for a short time, 
we have loved seeing her out and about (or lying in the shade) 
and making the neighborhood a more joyful place. If you see tali 
out for a walk, be sure to say hello and give her a pet, as she gets 
used to Life at the Woods!

Does your pet deserve to be highlighted? Email LATW@n2pub.com.

pianist. Kadin’s interest in Billy Joel also stems from Kadin’s 
interest in history, as Billy Joel was involved in the Cold War 
when he performed his music live in Moscow. Kadin even got to 
travel to watch Billy Joel perform live in Portland and New York 
City. In addition to seeing Billy Joel perform live, Kadin was able 
to meet the band the Lords of 52nd Street, which was Billy Joel’s 
backup band through his prime years until Joel and the band had 
a falling out.

Kadin has also had many impressive performances of his own. 
Kadin performed in the Sounds of the Season Winter Showcase 
at the Admiral Theater in Bremerton in 2017 and 2018 as well 
as various mall performances at the Silverdale Mall during the 
holidays. His most memorable experience was performing at the 
Admiral theatre because the professional setting with a large 
audience gave him the excitement and recognition that made all 
the hard work and practice worth it.

Overall, Kadin says that music has changed and shaped his life in 
many positive ways. He has learned that patience and diligence 
will be more rewarding in the long run than any
immediate gratification will be. Not only has it taught him life 
lessons, but it has brought joy and an escape from stress into 
Kadin’s busy life. Kadin’s passion for music has provided a great 
escape especially during the recent quarantine and the ups and 
downs of his senior year. Kadin recommends and suggests music 
for everyone, and urges people to follow their passions and not 
be afraid to try new things. Music is different for everyone, Ka-
din says, and some approaches work better for some people than 
for others. Don’t be afraid to experiment!

Kadin never ceases to amaze his friends, family, and neighbors, and 
we can’t wait to see what’s next for him in his Life at the Woods!

Talik a d i n
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Did you know about all our McCormick Woods trails?

Elder Law • Estate Planning • Probate • Mediation

360-552-2662 | 18442 WA-3 in Allyn | www.RickBiehlLaw.com

 NEW VIRTUAL ESTATE PLAN—ELIMINATE THE FIRST 
IN-OFFICE VISIT BY FILLING OUT OUR 

ONLINE ESTATE PLAN FORM. 
PHONE APPOINTMENTS ARE AVAILABLE TOO. 
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McCormick Woods walking loop (6 miles)
Trails
Bike Loop (4 miles)
Parks
Ponds
Trail Head
Bench
Mutt Mitt
Parking
HOA Office

Bicycles, horses and motor 
vehicles are prohibited on trails.

There are 27 mutt mitt stations 
throughout the community 
allowing easy clean up for pet 
owners. Pets must be kept on 
leash at all times.  

Off-leash dog parks are located 
in McCormick Village Park.

The trails in McCormick Village 
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Cascara Spur Trail.  Please  
use caution when crossing   
Old Clifton Road.
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McCormick
making a difference

By Mary Buzas

Several residents of McCormick Woods have been participat-
ing with Kitsap Masks for Caregivers (KMC), a group of about 
500 people coordinating supplies and sewers to make masks for 
health care and essential workers as well as students. Together, 
these residents have sewn and contributed hundreds of masks, 
fabric, and supplies, as well as mask pick-up and delivery. So far, 
KMC has provided over 10,000 masks to our community, and 
they’re still going strong.   
The McCormick Woods group leader, Lisa Norman Fiorito, said 
that residents from The Ridge also joined in on the efforts, stat-
ing, “I think it’s a beautiful example of two developments uniting 
for a common cause.” Group members include Katie Baker, Mary 
Buzas, Nancy Reid, Vicki Ebat-Selke, Ann Welsh, Patti Aycock, 
and Emily Leary.

Do you know fellow neighbors that are making a difference? 
Email us at LATW@n2pub.com.

Jessica Mandaro, REALTOR
C:  ( 3 6 0)83 0 -7039 
O:  ( 3 6 0)874 -76 0 0
jessica@mandarorealestate.com
mandarorealestate.com
435 SW Sedgwick Rd Suite 101
Port Orchard, WA 98367

Your Dream Home Awaits

M A S K  M A K E R S



Life at the Woods  •  September 2020 September 2020  •  Life at the Woods22 23

living spaces

Tranquil
By Mary Buzas

We’re halfway through 2020, and I’m sure most of us could use a little bit of relaxation. We may not be 
able to relax on a beach listening to crashing waves or spend the week at a spa, surrounded by a lush gar-
den and beautiful fountains, but we can create that same serene setting in our own backyards. All you need 
is a little water.

The soothing sound of running water instantly brings a sense of relaxation to any setting, and there’s a 
reason for that. In his book, Blue Mind: The Surprising Science That Shows How Being Near, In, On or Un-
der Water Can Make You Happier, Healthier, More Connected, and Better at What You Do, author Wallace 
Nichols explains the science behind the serenity. According to Nichols, seeing and hearing water releases 
neurochemicals in your brain that promote wellness, and also increases your blood flow to both your heart 
and your brain, creating an immediate feeling of relaxation.

This sense of calm can be achieved in your own yard 
regardless of your budget, with an easy weekend DIY 
project or more elaborate landscaping.

You can create your own water feature in a single 
afternoon using a large ceramic pot and an inexpen-
sive electric or solar-powered fountain. First, plug the 
hole at the bottom of the pot, place a large container 
upside down inside to fill most of the space, and put 
the fountain on top. Then place stones from your yard around 
and over the container. Finally, fill the pot with water, and plug in 
the fountain. Done!
 
If you have the time and patience, you can also create a more 
elaborate water-scape. Susanne Braun, a resident of McCormick 
Woods since 2016, has made many improvements to her own 
backyard, designing and doing the work herself.

There was already a pond in place when she purchased her home, 
igniting her inspiration to create her own enchanted forest. Braun 
highlighted the natural, lush surroundings of our neighborhood 
with plants in a variety of shapes, heights, and different shades 
of green, and to top it off, the right lighting and décor. She brings 
attention to her water feature with a miniature bridge, and copper 
spinners add a little bit of that enchanted feel. This is not a one and 
done project. Braun has worked over the years to build this tranquil 
escape in her backyard, tying in something new every spring.

Interested in creating a similar space? Her number one piece of 
advice is to maintain a clear and pristine pond. Ensure that the 
design of the waterscape you choose allows for a rapid enough flow 
of water to allow for good algae control. It’s also important to be 
diligent in cleaning the skimmer baskets and lower intake, or the 
flow of water decreases slightly and algae are harder to control.

Whatever your budget, yard size, or available time, adding a 
water feature to your lawn can help create a calm retreat and 
connect you with the wonderful forest surrounding us here in 
McCormick Woods.

Backyard    Living

If you have a unique living space that you’d like us to feature in upcoming 
issues, please contact Mary at mary@homestylebymary.com.
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Quarantine 

At HomeStyle by Mary, I create
comfortable yet stylish living spaces

that make people of all ages feel
welcomed and relaxed.

I've designed spaces in occupied
and vacant homes that create

a desirable atmosphere and
ultimately attract buyers.

Mary Buzas, Home Staging & Design Specialist | HomeStyleByMary.com
Serving the Kitsap Peninsula, Seattle, and Bainbridge and Vashon Islands

Phase 1 Quarantine Bingo

Had to 
convince family 
to stay inside

Ordered food 
delivery from 
a new place

Looked up 
old flame on 
social media

Gave yourself 
or family member 

a haircut

Got disappointed 
when an event 
was cancelled

Set up a 
home office

Participated in 
a Zoom meeting

Tried to learn 
a TikTok dance

Gave up on 
working out

Did a jigsaw 
puzzle

Wondered how you 
made it this long 
living with your 
significant other

Realized that 
checking the news 

all the time 
gave you anxiety

Binge watched 
more than one 
show on Netflix 
or similar media

Cleaned out your 
closet/drawers/

cupboards/garage

Started that 
project you always 

wanted to do

Had to convince 
family member to 

wear a mask

Wore sweats or 
leggings at least

three days in a row

Made a meal out 
of food you didn’t 
realize you still had

Watched Outbreak, 
Contagion, 

or Quarantine

Didn’t start that 
project you always 

wanted to do

Pretended to 
be working when 

you weren’t

Still trying 
to figure out 

what TikTok is

Streamed a 
workout from a 

local fitness center

Listened to 
a podcast 

or audiobook

FREE

HomeStyleby Mary Mary Buzas | Home Staging & Design Specialist | HomeStyleByMary.com

HIGHLIGHTER   CONSTRUCTION

Interior/ Exterior Residential General Contractor
Minor & Major Repair and Remodel Specialists

Local, Licensed, Bonded, Insured.
We will make ourselves available for you! 

Demolition • Additions • Flooring • Drywall • Concrete
Carpentry • Painting • Roofing • Decks • Trim • MORE

360-525-5852 Follow your neighbors at large! Share your photos! 
@McCormickWoods_Magazine

Life at the Woods
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sponsor spotlight

Home     Renovations

Craig Topham
Topham Home Renovations is a construc-
tion company owned and operated by Craig 
and Elizabeth Topham. The couple began 
serving Kitsap County and the surround-

ing communities in 2019. This local fami-
ly-owned and operated business prides itself 

on attention to detail, exceptional customer 
service, and open lines of communication.

 
This particular family and business 
journey began in 1989 when Elizabeth 
and Craig met each other at a private 
high school in Auburn, Washington. 

The pair would later then get married in 
1992 and subsequently have two daugh-

ters. Kylie (oldest) is married and has a child 
of her own and her husband Matthew occasionally works with Craig 
and Elizabeth. Emma is pursuing her dream of drumming, but in her 
“spare” time, she works with her mom and dad on a full-time basis. 

Elizabeth also works for the South Kitsap School District but often 
helps in the office for the family business, as well. They even have a 
nephew, Aidan, who also helps during summer vacation. “We truly 
are a family business!” notes Elizabeth.

The entire Topham family enjoys frequent discussions at their own 
home while sharing their excitement about their customer’s projects. 
Flooring, cabinets, and countertops conversations seem to always 
weave itself in during their family dinner time.

“My father owned a construction company in the Skagit Valley. I grew 
up watching and participating in the building of custom homes when-
ever I could. It allowed me to develop skills and a strong work ethic 
as I observed my dad turn people’s dreams into works of art. With 
the construction boom of the 1990s, I decided to go into commercial 
construction, and I worked in that field for 20 years before deciding 
to return to my roots. In 2011, I started remodeling homes in Seattle, 
and in 2015, Emma began working with me,” Craig added. 

With the desire to limit their commute and improve 
their quality of life, Craig and Elizabeth started to look 
into the need for remodeling services in their own local 
community, and in 2019 as a result, the Topham family 
fully shifted their attention to the peninsula. “This shift 
has allowed us to concentrate more working hours on 
the essential pieces of our customers’ projects.”

Topham Home Renovations embraces all aspects of the 
creative and problem-solving process when it comes to 
home remodeling and renovations. “I enjoy helping peo-
ple achieve their vision for their homes and the creative 
solutions we often get to employ to reach those dreams. 
It’s been rewarding finding designers and sub-contrac-
tors in the area whose work ethics align with our own. 
We believe in having a strong team and working with 
people whose commitment to producing a quality prod-
uct is at the top of their priorities,” Craig noted.

What kind of advice can you give to the resi-
dents that are interested in home projects?”
I would recommend that residents do their homework 
when thinking of starting a project in their homes. 
When they receive a bid that seems too good to be true, 
take a breath, and try to find reviews. As a homeowner 
myself, I understand the desire to get the most for your 
dollar, but if a company cuts corners, that is money 
not well spent. At Topham Home Renovations, we try to 
protect the customer’s interests and make sure they are 
getting honest and quality workmanship at a fair price.”

DoggieDarlings.com
doggiedarlingscorp@gmail
2737 SE Branson Ct
Port Orchard, WA 98366
360.550.6744

Dog Walking And In-Home Pet Sitting Services

Don't Fret, We'll
Watch Your Pets.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION TO
MEET YOUR FURRY FRIEND!

Tell us a little more about the Topham family:
“We live on a small farm called Caper Hill with four goats, multiple chickens, 
four dogs, a cat, and many, many fish in our backyard pond. Our quiet life 
allows for growing our own produce and the ability to spend many hours in the 
garden, developing hidden corners for our grandson to explore and a beauti-
ful backdrop for the occasional wedding. Our leisure activities include boating 
around the Sound, island camping in Priest Lake, Idaho, and vacationing in our 
remodeled vintage Airstream.”

What do love about our neighborhood? 
“We chose to partner with your neighborhood because we felt we had an essential 
service to provide to the community and could offer it with integrity, quality, and 
attention to detail.”

“In these times of uncertainty and current health risk, we have every interest in 
fulfilling your visions while keeping your family and ours healthy. We strive to 
take appropriate safety and health measures during this time so that we can con-
tinue to provide our customers with a home of their dreams!”

For more information, contact Craig at
Topham Home Renovations
www.TophamHomeRenovation.com
tophamhomerenovations@outlook.com
(253) 320-3441

“Craig was very respectful of our home, 
does quality work, and was able to give 
me results I was looking for!” - Kerry

“Craig did a beautiful job on our new 
deck. He listened to what we wanted, 
kept the area clean, and was able to add 
the custom elements to the project that 
really gave it the finishing touch we were 
looking for!” - Daniel

Topham
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While this fall may be unique, the changing 

season is a good reminder of just how 

special it is to live in our Pacific Northwest 

paradise. Best wishes to you and yours.
WWW.NORTHWESTDECKS.COM

GIG HARBOR (253) 858-3130 | KITSAP COUNTY (360) 731-8445

DECK PICTURED IS ON A MCCORMICK WOODS HOME. CALL US TODAY TO GET A DECK OF YOUR OWN!!

COMPOSITE | WOOD | HANDRAILS | NEW | REMODELS

Freedom
from clutter

and peace
of mind!

SPRING
HOME
ORGANIZING

WWW.SPRINGCOURTRIGHT.COM

SpringCourtright@gmail.com
360.265.2477

Spring is a professional organizer 
and trained with Marie Kondo.

Five Weeks to Freedom On-line Organizing
Course begins in October. Space is limited!

JUST WHEN YOU THINK IT WILL
NEVER HAPPEN TO YOU...

T H O M P S O N  A G E N C Y  W I L L  H A V E  Y O U  C O V E R E D .

Thompson Agency
1 7 0 3  S E  S e d g w i c k  R d ,  S t e  1 0 3

P o r t  O r c h a r d ,  W A  9 8 3 6 6

360.602.6999

“GIVING PEACE ON MIND, ONE POLICY AT A TIME.”
Your local Insurance Professional
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Did you know that WA law requires private buyers 
and sellers to conduct a firearms transaction 

through a federally licensed firearm dealer (FFL).

That's why we are here for YOU!

360- 47 9-8056
Bo er n erF i re a rm s . c om

4201  S t a t e  H i ghw ay  3  W S te  1 1 1,  Brem er ton  WA  98312

WE ARE MILITARY OWNED! 

BOOK
ONLINE
TODAY!

Anchored Aesthetics is  a one-stop shop
located in Port Orchard, WA.

Offering Full body waxing for both men and women,
eyelash extensions, eyelash lifts, spray tans,

makeup and much more!

(360) 602-1419  |  AnchoredAestheticsllc.com

ACCOUNTING &
BOOKKEEPING
Bookkeeping, ETC
Sirena Mitchell
(360) 509-8816
bookkeepingetcs.mitchell@
gmail.com

ATTORNEY
Seward & Associates,
Attorneys at Law
Richard Seward
(360) 602-1925
assetprotectionsolutions@
gmail.com
portorchardlaw.com

BOUDOIR PHOTOGRAPHY
Red Rose Boudoir
Rosemary
info@RedRose-Boudoir.com
www.redrose-boudoir.com

CAFE & RESTAURANT
The Grey House
Kim/Jason Yager &
Bill/Sharon Ware
(360) 876-5695
theGreyHouseCafe@gmail.
com
TheGreyHouse.com

Uncle Daves Cafe
Dave & Jan Bjorke
(360) 876-1858
uncledaves@statsguy.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANT
Jeffrey D. Cole CPA
Jeff Cole
(206) 463-3200
jeffrey.cole@jeffreycolecpa.
com
jeffreycolecpa.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Frederick Chiropractic
Dr. Karen Busso
(360) 895-4843
wktc4@yahoo.com

Mariner Chiropractic
Corey Findlay
(360) 692-5350
marinerchiro.com

COLOR
SEPARATOR/PRINTING
EXPERT
MySeps
Scott Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
scott@myseps.com
myseps.com

COMPASSIONATE
ENTREPRENEUR
Trades of Hope
Lisa Haley
(360) 535-4902
lisahaley2@gmail.com
tradesofhope.com/LisaHaley

CUSTOM BOUTIQUE
JEWELRY
Lavalliere Design
Vanessa Dickson
(817) 201-6353
nessapotamia@yahoo.com
lavallieredesign.com

CUSTOM HOME DESIGN
Selby Design, LTD
Tami Selby
(360) 649-1826
pt.selby@yahoo.com
selbydesignltd.com

EYE CARE CENTER
Pacific Eye Care
Dr. Joseph Trull
(360) 895-2020
pacificeyecareofportorchard.
com

FOOD CATERING
In Good Taste Catering
Company
Stacey Hayter
(360) 204-8832

INDEPENDENT BEAUTY
CONSULTANT
Mary Kay
Janyce Gregg
(360) 876-9620
jansmarykay@wavecable.
com
marykay.com/jgregg

LAWN MAINTENANCE
McCormick Lawn and
Garden
Drew Bornfleth
(360) 535-4609
abornfleth@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHER
Cherose Photography
Cheri Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
cheridetavernier@yahoo.com
Facebook.
com/cherosephotography

PROPERTY MANAGER
Home Sweet Rental
Miranda Long
(843) 822-0862
miranda@homesweetrental.
com
homesweetrental.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS AGENCY
Hayter Communications,
Inc.
Ryan Hayter
ryan@hayterpr.com
hayterpr.com

Life
at theWoods Attention McCormick Woods Residents:

Are you a McCormick Woods resident and own a business? 
Email LATW@n2pub.com to get your business featured. This is 
open to residents of McCormick Woods only.resident business guide
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