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When preparing to sell a home, many people consider interior 
styling but can overlook the exterior of their home. The front 
lawn, front door, and front porch are the introduction to your 
space and can make a big first impression for potential buyers. 
Not only can curb appeal help sell your home, if you’re looking to 
stay put, it can also help create your own personal sanctuary.

Steps for Evaluating Your Curb Appeal

Many of us have lived in our homes for so long that we don’t 
notice things that others might as they drive by or visit. Next 
time you pull into your driveway, ask yourself, “What would 
a potential home buyer think if they drove by my house?” 
More importantly, what feeling do you get when you pull in 
the driveway? Are you excited to spend time on the porch or 
patio? Why or why not? 

Then, take a walk across the street to view your house from a 
distance. You may notice things you overlook when you’re in your 
own yard. Check for:

•	 Overgrown shrubs, dead plants, or patchy grass
•	 Dingy or moldy driveways, walkways, porches, or siding
•	 Overflowing gutters
•	 Moldy roofs
•	 Dated light fixtures
•	 Faded or dirty garage doors 
•	 Dirty windows

All of these can be easily corrected and will cost you only a 
fraction of the value of your home. Not only are they typically 

inexpensive, but they also won’t take up a lot of your time and 
can easily become DIY projects or be contracted out. Then if and 
when you decide to sell, these fixes are widely known to add to 
the selling price. 

Don’t have the time or budget to balance a larger project? Try 
doing small projects that pack a big punch. Manicured plants and 
lawns, fresh mulch, pressure washed driveways, updated light 
fixtures, and sparkling clean windows all go a long way.

Once you’re done putting some effort into your curb appeal, you’ll 
be excited to pull in the driveway again. 

Easy Ways to Improve Your Curb Appeal

Already proud of your lawn and porch but want to take things 
up a notch? Try tackling one or two of these projects during the 
summer months:

•	 Adding a fresh coat of paint to shutters, or adding shutters 
•	 Adding a lighted and unique address sign
•	 Adding a fountain
•	 Installing creative landscape lighting
•	 Adding pavers or updating your driveway
•	 Surrounding a tree or two with a flower bed
•	 Planting evergreen ground cover, such as Vinca

Front porches have a big impact on curb appeal and should be warm 
and welcoming, invoking a sense of belonging. Since most of us enter 
our homes through the garage, this is a commonly overlooked area. 
Many front porches have faded furniture and cushions, cobwebs, 
tattered doormats, dead plants, and dark entries.

Whether you have a small or large front porch, these small 
changes can make a big difference:

•	 Start with a cleanup. Check for cobwebs and dead plants.
•	 Add a new front door light fixture
•	 Paint the front door a different color to add pop.
•	 Stain or paint the porch
•	 Add matching planters on either side of the front door or 

driveway. The plants should be varied in each planter, with 
tall, medium and small plants or flowers. It’s an eyesore to 
see a large planter with flowers that are not proportional to 
the size of the pot. 

Well-maintained patio furniture with colorful accents is always 
inviting. Replacing faded or dirty cushions with soothing col-
ors, such as cream or blue, then adding bright pops of color, like 
yellow or pink with pillows and matching accessories will look 
put-together and comfortable. With USA’s Memorial Day, July 
4, and Labor Day all coming up, a mixture of red, white, and blue 
accents will feel seasonal and festive.

Here’s to curb appeal and celebrating the holidays!

living spaces

The Importance of

by Mary
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MILK
Ingredients:

•	 ½ cup butter

•	 1 cup sugar (preferably brown)

•	 ¾ cup chocolate chips/chunks

•	 1 ½ tablespoons syrup (like the 
one you put on pancakes)

•	 2 eggs

Join us this summer at McCormick in 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of Earth 
Day. We are excited to feature Northwest 
gardening legend, Ciscoe Morris. Check 
our website for hours to visit our Model 
Homes and learn more about how you 
can receive a free copy of Ciscoe’s new 

gardening book while enjoying our Trail 
of Homes Tour!

For details, check out our event calendar:
LiveAtMcCormick.com/events.

Trail of
Homes Tour

See Website for Event Information

Coming Summer of 2020

Lanah’s Brownies!

resident recipe
Submitted by Lanah.

•	 1 teaspoon vanilla extract

•	 ¾ cup flour

•	 2 tablespoons cocoa powder

•	 ½ teaspoons salt

•	 ½ teaspoon baking powder

•	 optional: powdered sugar/fruit 
for topping!

ANYONE!

Steps:
1.	Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease and line an 8×8 baking tin with 

parchment paper. You can use baking spray or butter to grease.

2.	Add your butter, sugar, chocolate, and syrup in a large bowl and 
melt either in the microwave or using a double boiler.

3.	Once melted together, set aside to cool a little, so you don’t cook 
your eggs in the next step.

4.	Once cooled, mix in eggs one at a time and then vanilla and salt.

5.	Sift in the flour, cocoa powder, and baking powder, then mix till 
all combined.

6.	Pour the batter into your prepared tin and spread evenly. 

7.	Bake for around 20-25 minutes until set and when a toothpick is 
inserted, a few moist crumbs come out. The brownies may seem 
undercooked, but take them out when the edges are nice and brown.

8.	Cool for about 10 minutes (unless you’re really tempted) and add 
your toppings!

9.	Cut into even squares or any shapes and share.
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break
June Word Search
June
Summer
Sunshine
Outdoors
Beautiful
Bright

Did you know that WA law requires private buyers 
and sellers to conduct a firearms transaction 

through a federally licensed firearm dealer (FFL).

That's why we are here for YOU!

360- 47 9-8056
Bo er n erF i re a rm s . c om

4201  S t a t e  H i ghw ay  3  W S te  1 1 1,  Brem er ton  WA  98312

“Have Fun! Even If It’s Not 
The Same Kind Of Fun 
Everyone Else Is Having.” 

monthly musing

Must-Do This Month
Watch the Sunrise and Sunset
Rope Swing into a Lake
Go on a Bike Ride
Try a New Ice Cream Spot
Shop at a Flea Market
Buy a New Swimsuit
Create a Summer Playlist
Light Summer Candles
BBQ with Friends
Honor Your Father
Go to the Zoo
Go Fishing
Go Camping
Go to a Farmer’s Market
Dance
Sign up for a Race

Coffee

Complete the 
Sudoku puzzle so 
that each and every 
row, column, and 
region (block of 
nine) contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 
only once.

Grill
Refresh
Popcycles
Fireside
LateNight
Camping

Graduation
Green
Together
Starry
Friends
FathersDay

Answers toward the back of the magazine. 

Dates to Remember
1 - National Go Barefoot Day
3 - National Running Day
5 - National Donut Day
7 - National Cancer Survivor’s Day
8 - National Best Friend’s Day
13 - National Rose’ Day
14 - National Strawberry Short Cake 
Day
17 - National Eat Your Vegetables Day
18 - National Go Fishing Day
19 - National Flip Flop Day
20 - First Day of Summer
21 - Father’s Day
26 - Take Your Dog to Work Day
27 - Summersgiving

Seasonal Samplings
Asparagus
Avocado
Beets
Bell peppers
Corn 
Cucumber
Peas
Potatoes
Spinach
Tomatoes
Zucchini
Apricots
Blackberries
Blueberries
Cherry
Figs
Mangos
Peaches
Raspberries
Strawberries
Watermelon

C . S .  L E W I S
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Pantone’s 2020 Color of the Year was announced at 
the beginning of 2020, and this year’s choice was Pan-
tone 19-4052: Classic Blue. A gorgeous shade to be 
sure, Classic Blue brings to mind the sky at dusk, an 
elegant-yet-simple provocation of peace and tranquili-
ty. According to Laurie Pressman, vice president at the 
Pantone Color Institute, the color represents “our desire 
for a dependable and stable foundation from which to build 
as we cross the threshold into a new era… a reassuring 
presence, instilling calm, confidence, and connection.” The 
choice is certainly apropos; between Mother Nature, the 
political stage, economic struggles, and COVID-19, it’s been 
quite a year so far!

Accordingly, Pantone’s Color of the Year choice, declared 
annually since 2000, is generally thought to capture the 
“spirit of the age,” a rite of passage that sets the tone for 
the year ahead. Classic Blue certainly feels soothing in 
current times; just picture this serene, luxurious color on 
the walls of your bedroom, a tranquil refuge! Looking back, 
the very first Color of the Year in 2000 was Cerulean Blue, 
said to be the official color of the millennium, predicting 
peaceful and relaxing times to come in the face of angst 
about Y2K. For 2009, on the heels of the Great Recession 
and on the brink of great political change for our nation, 
Pantone declared its choice Mimosa, a warm yellow tone 
that spoke to the hope and optimism of the year ahead. 

You might be wondering, as I was, what the significance is 
of the Color of the Year choice, beyond a sort of symbolic, 
abstract selection to reflect a global mood. In short, color 
drives consumerism. Each year, through a lengthy series 
of meetings – involving thoughtful consideration and trend 
analysis – between Pantone Color Institute and various 
global color standards groups, color influences from all 
over the world are examined, pulled from the realms of 
entertainment, art, fashion, design, social media, travel 
destinations, as well as new technologies, materials, and 
textures. Once a color is agreed upon (or two, as was the 
case in 2016), it becomes the new “it color,” the backbone 
of numerous elaborate marketing campaigns, showing up 
everywhere from nail polish to cocktails to furniture col-
ors. Indeed, 2020’s Classic Blue was all over fashion run-
ways for spring/summer 2020 collections and has shown 
up in décor choices for furniture, textiles, and even kitchen 
appliances! Perhaps our homes need a touch of calm endur-
ance, a touch of blue, this year…

COLOR  
OF THE YEAR

PANTONE’S

home 
matters

By Shauna  
Osborne

KELLI WALKER
Real Estate Broker | John L. Scott

Helping you find your happy place!

kelliwalker@johnlscott.com  |  kelliwalker.johnlscott.com
www.Facebook.com/KelliWalkerRealEstate  |  www.homesforheroes.com/affiliate/kelli-walker

WHAT IS HOMES FOR HEROES®? Homes for Heroes was established shortly following the tragic events of 9/11 as a way to 
give back and say “Thank You” to our nation’s heroes. We are the largest nationwide network of affiliate real estate agents, lenders and 
local businesses providing easy ways for heroes to save significant money when buying or selling a home. How do you save money? When 
heroes work with our affiliate real estate agent and lending specialists they receive Hero Rewards® Contact me for more information!

1954 Lund Ave. SE  |  Port Orchard, WA  98366  |  360.876.7600 / 360.440.0860
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WWW.NORTHWESTDECKS.COM
GIG HARBOR (253) 858-3130 | KITSAP COUNTY (360) 731-8445

DECK PICTURED IS ON A MCCORMICK WOODS HOME. CALL US TODAY TO GET A DECK OF YOUR OWN!!

COMPOSITE | WOOD | HANDRAILS | NEW | REMODELS

JUST WHEN YOU THINK IT WILL
NEVER HAPPEN TO YOU...

T H O M P S O N  A G E N C Y  W I L L  H A V E  Y O U  C O V E R E D .

Thompson Agency
1 7 0 3  S E  S e d g w i c k  R d ,  S t e  1 0 3

P o r t  O r c h a r d ,  W A  9 8 3 6 6

360.602.6999

“GIVING PEACE ON MIND, ONE POLICY AT A TIME.”
Your local Insurance Professional

ACCOUNTING &
BOOKKEEPING
Bookkeeping, ETC
Sirena Mitchell
(360) 509-8816
bookkeepingetcs.mitchell@
gmail.com

ATTORNEY
Seward & Associates,
Attorneys at Law
Richard Seward
(360) 602-1925
assetprotectionsolutions@
gmail.com
portorchardlaw.com

BOUDOIR PHOTOGRAPHY
Red Rose Boudoir
Rosemary
info@RedRose-Boudoir.com
www.redrose-boudoir.com

CAFE & RESTAURANT
The Grey House
Kim/Jason Yager &
Bill/Sharon Ware
(360) 876-5695
theGreyHouseCafe@gmail.
com
TheGreyHouse.com

Uncle Daves Cafe
Dave & Jan Bjorke
(360) 876-1858
uncledaves@statsguy.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANT
Jeffrey D. Cole CPA
Jeff Cole
(206) 463-3200
jeffrey.cole@jeffreycolecpa.
com
jeffreycolecpa.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Frederick Chiropractic
Dr. Karen Busso
(360) 895-4843
wktc4@yahoo.com

Mariner Chiropractic
Corey Findlay
(360) 692-5350
marinerchiro.com

COLOR
SEPARATOR/PRINTING
EXPERT
MySeps
Scott Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
scott@myseps.com
myseps.com

CUSTOM BOUTIQUE
JEWELRY
Lavalliere Design
Vanessa Dickson
(817) 201-6353
nessapotamia@yahoo.com
lavallieredesign.com

CUSTOM HOME DESIGN
Selby Design, LTD
Tami Selby
(360) 649-1826
pt.selby@yahoo.com
selbydesignltd.com

EYE CARE CENTER
Pacific Eye Care
Dr. Joseph Trull
(360) 895-2020
pacificeyecareofportorchard.
com

FOOD CATERING
In Good Taste Catering
Company
Stacey Hayter
(360) 204-8832

INDEPENDENT BEAUTY
CONSULTANT
Mary Kay
Janyce Gregg
(360) 876-9620
jansmarykay@wavecable.
com
marykay.com/jgregg

LAWN MAINTENANCE
McCormick Lawn and
Garden
Drew Bornfleth
(360) 535-4609
abornfleth@gmail.com

MARKETING
The Galloping Greeter
Kevin Mitchell
(253) 242-3144
thegallopinggreeter.com

PHOTOGRAPHER
Cherose Photography
Cheri Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
cheridetavernier@yahoo.com
Facebook.
com/cherosephotography

PROPERTY MANAGER
Home Sweet Rental
Miranda Long
(843) 822-0862
miranda@homesweetrental.
com
homesweetrental.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS AGENCY
Hayter Communications,
Inc.
Ryan Hayter
ryan@hayterpr.com
hayterpr.com

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
Better Properties
Mike & Sherri Loughlin
(360) 509-7212
theloughlingroup@gmail.
com
TheLoughlinGroup.com

REALTOR
John L. Scott
Doug Miller
(360) 801-0484
Doug@
southkitsapproperties.com
southkitsapproperties.com

Re/Max Town and Country
Jessica Mandaro
(360) 830-7039
jessica@mandarorealestate.
com
mandarorealestate.com

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST
John L. Scott
Carol Glenn
(360) 620-2370
carolglenn@johnlscott.com
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resident business guide

Attention McCormick Woods Residents:
Are you a McCormick Woods resident and own a business? 
Email LATW@n2pub.com to get your business featured. This is 
open to residents of McCormick Woods only.

Woodsat the
Life
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A Coeducational Independent Day School in Tacoma

Preschool - Grade 12 // Bus Service

Read more about their accomplishments at

charleswright.org/classof2020

CONGRATULATIONS

We    Our Seniors!

Jessica Mandaro, REALTOR
C:  ( 3 6 0)83 0 -7039 
O:  ( 3 6 0)874 -76 0 0
jessica@mandarorealestate.com
mandarorealestate.com
435 SW Sedgwick Rd Suite 101
Port Orchard, WA 98367

Your Dream Home Awaits
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