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We are always looking for residents that are willing to contribute 
stories, pictures, ideas, and business recommendations. No 
contribution is too small. Email us at LATW@n2pub.com with your 
photos, suggestions, and requests.
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Tristan Manning
(360) 626-3163
tristan.manning@n2pub.com

Tania Lee 
(901) 833-9885
Tania.Lee@n2pub.com

Piper Willson
piperk03@gmail.com

Brady Vernik
brady.vernik@comcast.net

Residents of McCormick Woods!

We are always looking for residents to follow up on leads, find great stories and 

send us ideas. Let’s celebrate the great things happening in our community! No 

contribution is too small. Please email tristan.manning@n2pub.com with your 

pictures, suggestions, or requests.

UTILITIES

City of Port Orchard – Water & Sewer

Puget Sound Energy

Cascade Natural Gas

Waste Management

Cable Wave Broadband    

Century Link Phone/Internet

Wave Broadband Phone/Internet

HOSPITAL (URGENT CARE)

Harrison Port Orchard

CITY NUMBERS

Emergency

American Poison Control Center

Police Department

Fire Department

City Clerk

Mayor’s Office

Public Works

OTHER

Humane Society

Auto Licensing 

Chamber of Commerce

Library

US Postal Service

The Clubhouse Restaurant

Golf Pro Shop

Homeowners Association Office

24 Hour Animal Hospital - Uptown Animal Hospital

SCHOOLS

South Kitsap High School

Cedar Heights Junior High

Sunny Slope Elementary

Charles Wright Academy

(360) 876-5139

(888) 225-5773

 (206) 624-3900

(800) 592-9995

 (866) 225-5773

 (800) 475-7526

(866) 225-5773

(360) 744-6275

911

(800) 222-1222

(360) 876-1700

(360) 871-2411

(360) 876-7030

(360) 440-6483

(360) 876-4991

(360) 692-6977

(360) 895-2222

(360) 876-3505

(360) 876-2224

(360) 874-6903

(360) 895-0142

(360) 895-0130

(360) 895-3800

(253) 851-7387

(360) 874-5600

(360) 874-6020

(360) 443-3470

253-620-8373
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SponsorNeighborhood

I N D E X
This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted neighborhood vendor to use. 
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring the publication. These local businesses are 
proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for 
supporting the publication!

AESTHETICS/COSMETIC CARE
Anchored Aesthetics

(504) 939-5260

AIR CONDITIONING HEATING/AIR 
QUALITY

Air Masters, Inc.
(360) 895-2527

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY
Stafford Suites
(360) 874-1212

ATTORNEY-PERSONAL INJURY
Gig Harbor Law
(253) 509-0625

AUTO COLLISION REPAIR
Fix Auto Collision - Port Orchard

AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE
Puget Sound Auto Repair

(360) 876-6785

AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP
Peninsula Auto Group

(800) 458-5808

CPA/TAX/ACCOUNTING
Peterson NW CPA

(360) 329-7031

CARPET CARE
His Touch Carpet Care and  

Detail Services
(360) 908-2153

DECKS & PATIOS
Northwest Decks

(253) 858-3130

ESTATE PLANNING / ELDER LAW
Rick Biehl Law
(360) 552-2662

EYE CARE & OPTICAL
Pacific EyeCare of Port Orchard

(360) 895-2020

FINANCIAL AND INVESTMENT 
PLANNING

Edward Jones - Matt Flores, CRPC®
(360) 876-2300

GARAGE DOORS
A-1 Door Service, Inc.

(360) 876-2814

GENERAL CONTRACTOR / 
REMODELING

Highlighter Construction
(360) 525-5852

GERMAN AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Dundon Motorsports

(253) 200-4454
dundonmotorsports.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Air Masters, Inc.
(360) 895-2527

HOME RENOVATION & REPAIR
Topham Home Renovations LLC

(253) 320-3441

HOME AND OFFICE ORGANIZATION
Spring Home Organization

(360) 265-2477

INSURANCE
Victor Thompson - Farmers Insurance

(360) 602-6999

KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELING
Kitsap Kitchen And Bath

(360) 697-5616

LANDSCAPING
Nature’s Design Landscaping

(360) 876-8917

LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES
Olympic Meadows Landscaping

(360) 932-6630

MORTGAGE COMPANY
Fairway Independent Mortgage

NATURAL MEDICINE
Port Orchard Natural Medicine

PET SITTING IN-HOME / WALKING / 
PET TAXI

Doggie Darlings
(360) 550-6744

PHOTOGRAPHER
Vernik Visuals

(360) 536-5943

PRIVATE SCHOOL
Charles Wright Academy

(253) 620-8373
charleswright.org

REAL ESTATE BROKER
Doug Miller - South Kitsap Properties

(360) 801-0484

Kelli Walker - John L Scott
(360) 440-0860

GET A BIGGER HOUSE!

Jessica Mandaro, REALTOR
C:  ( 3 6 0)83 0 -7039 
O:  ( 3 6 0)874 -76 0 0
jessica@mandarorealestate.com
mandarorealestate.com
435 SW Sedgwick Rd Suite 101
Port Orchard, WA 98367

Don' t get a divorce...

Free Consultation

Elder Law
Estate Planning

Probate
Mediation

360-552-2662 | 18442 WA-3 in Allyn | www.RickBiehlLaw.com

REALTOR
Bri Koerner - Keller Williams

(253) 303-1555

Jessica Mandaro - Re/Max Town  
& Country

Jessica Mandaro
(360) 830-7039

MandaroRealEstate.com

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS
Ace Mechanic Small Engines

(775) 770-0587

TREE CARE SERVICES
Gig Harbor Tree Service

(253) 514-0977
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Homes TourTrail of

Sunday | May 3rd | 11 am-3 pm
Food, refreshments, and prizes  

treasure hunt for the kids

Personal Injury • Vehicle Accidents
Workers Compensation

Managing
Attorney

Nathan Sukhia
19 years of experience.

Get the Legal Representation you need today.
253-649-5011  |  Nathan@gigharborlaw.net  |  www.gigharborlaw.net

home matters
Join us at McCormick in cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of 
Earth Day with our special guest 
and Northwest gardening legend, 
Ciscoe Morris!

Take our model home tour for 
home inspiration and for a copy of 
his new book. Ciscoe will join us 
on the McCormick Trail of Homes 
Tour for an exclusive book signing 
from 1-3 pm.

For details, check out our event calen-
dar: LiveAtMcCormick.com/events.
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Ingredients
5 cups berries (black and raspberry)

3 tablespoons cornstarch
1/2 - 3/4 cups sugar

(Dough)
1/4 teaspoon nutmeg

1/4 teaspoon salt
1/3 cup melted butter

1/3 cup milk
1 cup flour

2 tablespoon thawed apple juice 
1 1/2 teaspoon baking powder

Mix berries, cornstarch, and sugar well in bowl. Add dough to 
top. Bake 20-25 minutes at 375, and enjoy!

resident recipe

(Courtney’s) 
COBBLER

BERRY
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featured family
Meet the Willson Five! You may know the Willson family already. 
You might have seen Rusty, Courtney, and Piper out to get their 
early morning miles in, eagerly on the run. Maybe Quincy has 
ridden past you on his bike, eager to make new friends as he sees 
friendly faces on the roads. Perhaps, you’ve met Reese, as she 
walks one of the many dogs that she watches and walks. Whether 
they are new faces, names to faces, or old friends, we’re excited 
to introduce the Willson family and share a little bit about their 
Life At The Woods. 

Rusty and Courtney, South Kitsap alumni and Port Orchard 
natives, met 21 years ago at a job interview at Olalla Elementary 
School. The two had an immediate connection that autumn, and it 
wasn’t even six months later they were married. Rusty and Court-
ney have spent their careers invested as teachers in the communi-
ty. Courtney continues to teach at John Sedgwick, preparing the 
middle school students for their high school careers and leading 
them in their ASB journey. Rusty, however, is the principal at a 
middle school in CK School District, where he is grateful to lead 
the charge. The Willsons are invested in the youth of their commu-
nity, encouraging their children, Piper, 16, Reese, 14, and Quincy, 
11, to get involved, as well. Piper is avid in her DECA chapter and 
is starting her journey as a state officer this coming DECA season. 
Piper is also an ASB officer, a proud IB diploma candidate, and a 
member of the South Kitsap rowing team. Younger sister Reese 
shows promise as a ballerina and also takes the charge in her 
school as the ASB media and marketing coordinator, a WEB lead-
er, and an honors student. Quincy, affectionately known as “the 
mayor” for his friendly disposition, is not afraid to try anything 
and participates in many sports. We can’t wait to see what Quincy 
brings to the table as a South Kitsap athlete someday. 

While the Willsons spend their days bustling and active in the com-
munity, they are true homebodies. Curling up with their kittens Gus 
and Moe, they love to spend their evenings watching Yellowstone 
or The Office or in Piper and Reese’s case, The Great British Baking 
Show. The family of five prefers to eat in most nights, with mac and 
cheese, quesadillas, and Courtney’s famous Southern chicken salad 
frequently on the menu. However, when on the road, whether having 

360.895.2527
www.airmastersheating.com

32

F A M I L Y
Willson
M E E T  T H E

spent the day hiking at 
Staircase, Lena Lake, 
or Mount Rainier, their 
favorite restaurant to 
stop at is none other than 
Starbucks. The Willson 
family opts for “stay-cat-
ions” during their spring 
breaks and winter 
breaks, as they wait for 
a Disney vacation! True 
“Dis-nerds,” the Willsons 
are always planning a 
trip to Disneyland. Per-
haps this is what inspired 
the Willson girls to aim 
for the Disney college 
program for their post-
high school plans. 

The Willsons 
might have 
only spent 
three years on 
Muirkirk Lane 
so far, but 
they are loving 
every second of 
it, soaking up the 
community atmo-
sphere and enjoying 
the trails and running 
routes that have made 
the miles fly by. The active 
family of five is thankful for the 
energy that surges through McCormick 
Woods, rain or shine, helping them get out every day and do 
their best. The Willsons are also thankful for McCormick Woods 
serving as a gracious venue for the CF Hero 5k, which was coordi-
nated by Piper, as she and many others pursue a cure for CF. 

The next time that you see one of the Willsons while you are out 
walking your dogs, riding your bike, or on your way to work, be 
sure to say “hi”! The Willsons can’t wait to meet you all and get 
to know their neighborhood better as they continue in their Life 
At The Woods! 
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A local agent knows the ins and outs of your neighborhood and can 
get you the best results. “Having someone that’s active in the com-
munity that you’re buying or selling in is incredibly important,” Doug 
emphasizes, “Having someone that has strong relationships with 
other agents in the market can impact the number of showings and 
price you get for your home, and it could be the difference between 
you getting a home as a buyer if a house has multiple offers.”

When discussing buying or selling a home, the most common 
question Doug gets is “How is the market?” “We’re going on five 
years of continued growth in South Kitsap, and that’s for prices 
and the number of homes sold in the area,” Doug explained. “The 
housing market in South Kitsap is still extremely healthy and still 
growing!” When asked if it was a buyer’s or a seller’s market, Doug 
answered, “It’s absolutely a seller’s market right now. There were 
nearly half as many homes for sale in January than this time last 
year. So with 50% fewer homes, 
I’m seeing multiple offers and a 
slow but steady rise in prices.” 
But Doug emphasized that 
doesn’t mean it was a bad time 
to buy: “You would think that 
would mean it’s a bad time to 
buy, but it’s actually still a very 
good time to buy. Interest rates 
are still so low that the cost of 
borrowing money is extremely 
affordable. When you look at 
interest rates and how much 
lower our cost of living is on the 
Kitsap Peninsula, it’s absolutely 
still a good time to buy, too... 
which is why the market is so 
healthy right now.”

After hearing that, the next 
question always comes down to “When is the best time to buy or 
sell?” “What I’ve always said is the right time to buy or sell is when 
it’s the right time for you. That may sound cliché, but the truth of 
the matter is that buyers and sellers follow a very similar curve. Are 
there more buyers in the summer? Absolutely. But there are also 
more sellers and more competition. It’s the opposite in winter. Fewer 
buyers, but fewer homes to compete with. So at the end of the day, 
it’s when it’s the right time for you. But that said, you can never start 
gathering information too soon.” When asked about how soon is too 
soon, Doug added, “You’d be surprised how many people reach out 
to me who aren’t going to sell for three-six months or even longer. 
They just want to get information so they’re prepared, and that’s to-
tally OK. I always say that if you’re thinking about selling, even if it’s 
down the road, give me a call. We can go through what the market 
looks like for your home today and walk your house for some ideas 
on the best way to get it ready. I do them all the time. You don’t have 
to be selling now to want more information. I’m happy to help.”

Doug and his family moved to McCormick Woods because it had 
everything they were looking for: “What really brought us to 
McCormick Woods ultimately was the feel in the community,” he 
said. “The fact that we felt safe, that we could walk, there were 
walking trails and just a lot of the nature around us. That’s some-
thing we’ve really valued in McCormick Woods….We found that 
everything we wanted was here in South Kitsap and certainly in 
McCormick Woods.” When asked about development in McCor-
mick Woods, and specifically the front entrance, Doug is candid: 
“Part of why I moved to McCormick Woods was because of the 
feel of the neighborhood. The trails, the trees, the environment 
in here is something that was and is very special to me,” Doug 
reiterated. “So, that said, I’m not a huge fan of developing the 
front entrance of McCormick Woods. There are certain areas in 
McCormick Woods that make sense to still be developed, those 
areas that were in the original development plan. I understand 

that those make sense to be 
developed over time. But my 
preference? My preference 
is that the main entrance be 
preserved because that’s a 
feel that I really value here in 
McCormick Woods.”

Doug has been a market expert 
in McCormick Woods for years 
and has worked with more 
buyers and sellers in McCor-
mick Woods than any other 
agent for over three years. But 
Doug’s team are also experts 
in South Kitsap as a whole. 
“All of our team either lives in 
Port Orchard or are from Port 
Orchard and South Kitsap,” 
Doug assures. “We have that 

area expertise. We’ve sold more homes in South Kitsap than any 
other team for over three years. We’ve been the top-rated real 
estate team in South Kitsap for six years. We’re Better Business 
Bureau-accredited. There are so many things that really make us 
the go-to resource. We want to be that trusted local resource for 
real estate here in Port Orchard.”

Doug stays active in the community in other ways, as well. He’s 
a vocal advocate for the South Kitsap Helpline, as well as Coffee 
Oasis, a local business that is dedicated to helping youth strug-
gling with homelessness. Beyond that, Doug started the South 
Kitsap Community Pride Scholarship in 2018 and is accepting 
applications for the third award through the end of April. The 
SK Pride Scholarship is a $2,000 award that focuses on student 
impact and ideas for the community. Applications are being 
accepted now via www.SouthKitsapPride.com. “We are con-
stantly looking for ways to continue to support and engage in 
the community,” Doug said. “Being local matters, and supporting 
local businesses matter. That’s something we’ve always tried to 
do here and hope to do here for the years to come.”

To contact Doug Miller and his team, visit www.SouthKitsapProperties.com. 
You can also reach Doug directly at Doug@SouthKitsapProperties.com or 
at (360) 801-0484.

Buying or selling a home is one of the biggest life decisions a 
person can make, both financially and emotionally, which is why 
finding the right person to help you is so important. But how 
do you find that right person in today’s fast-moving and even 
faster-evolving housing market? You start with an expert in your 
specific neighborhood. Doug Miller, owner and designated broker 
at South Kitsap Properties, has lived in McCormick Woods for 
over a decade and has built the strongest team in South Kitsap, 
with the knowledge and passion for the real estate industry that 
you need.

“My family and I have lived in McCormick Woods for over 14 
years,” Doug told us. “I’ve been extremely fortunate to grow such 
a strong business here in Port Orchard, and I couldn’t have done 
it without the support of the McCormick Woods community. 
South Kitsap as a whole has really embraced our team. It’s been 
an exciting few years.”

Being local is a big differentiator for Doug and his team. “One of 
the great things about having my office here in Port Orchard,” 
Doug explained, “is we are 100% local. If you look at South Kitsap 
Properties and our team, we’ve listed and sold more homes in 
Port Orchard and South Kitsap than any other team here – and 

have for the last three years. Opening our own office, and having 
a better environment for our clients, was a great fit. Being able 
to have such a strong office in Port Orchard and in South Kitsap, 
where we do so much of our business and are so active already, 
was a win-win.”

Doug and his team strive to provide the best possible service, 
which was another reason he chose to open his own office. 
Having his own office gave Doug the opportunity to ensure sure 
that all of his team members were trained by him personally, and 
that they had the right attitude and personality to fit his growing 
team. Doug believes that two things really differentiate South 
Kitsap Properties from other firms and agents in the area. “Two 
things that really stand out about our team are our communi-
cation and marketing. It’s so important to have a team that you 
know is going to communicate with you throughout the process, 
not just the day you put a sign in your yard or go under contract. 
Beyond that, you want to know that you have someone that’s 
dialed in to the area you’re in, whether you’re buying or selling, 
and a team that is innovative in how they’re going to market your 
property. You won’t find an agent in Kitsap County that offers the 
same services we do, 100% of the time.”

sponsor spotlight 
by Kai Curry | Photos provided by Doug Miller

SOUTH
D O U G

KITSAP PROPERTIES
M I L L E R
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Ace Mechanic
Small Engines

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR * Pickup & Delivery

Nathan Bracken
Mechanic

775-770-0587 •Acemechanicpo@gmail.com
10+ years experience

"Nathan has done great work for me. 
I recommend him." ~ Jim S.

Murphy is a 7-year-old AKC-registered Sam-
oyed. He was born at Falling Cedars Harm 
in Covington, WA. We moved to McCormick 
Woods from Gig Harbor one year ago into a 
new one-story house; we downsized.

Murphy can shake and sit and loves to be 
around all people and his family. He loves 
his walks and car rides. He also likes to lay 
around the yard, helping his dad work in 
the yard, and help his mom cook.

Food is a favorite thing with Murphy. He 
would be a chef or a sled dog if he had a job. 
He likes to play in the snow. He travels to 
the desert in the wintertime but prefers the 
cooler Northwest.

Murphy gets groomed once a month at the 
women’s prison, Prison Pet Partnership. 
Murphy likes other nice dogs at the dog 

park. It’s one of his favorite places to visit. He also likes family 
gatherings. His favorite toys are balls and chew toys.

The funniest thing he did as a puppy 
was his first time in the snow. He 
took to it like a baby duck to water. 
He is a very sweet, gentle dog that 
loves attention and affection. Mur-
phy likes to play with children.

Murphy is the third Samoyed in our 
family. We like the breed and their 
gentleness. Murphy was born the runt 
of the litter of five puppies. He has 
grown to be the largest at 95 pounds! 
He is considered large for his breed.

“Smiling Sammys” make wonderful 
family pets. Murphy doesn’t bark; 
however, he likes to dig in the back-
yard. That’s his only bad habit. Mur-
phy is truly a great loving companion 
to our family.

precious pet
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The South Kitsap Properties Advantage More Home Sold In McCormick 
Woods Than Any Other Realtor 

Professional 
Photography

High Definition 
Video

Full 3D Tour

‘Featured Property’ 
status on Zillow

Facebook Boost 
Advertising

At NO Additional Cost To The Seller
Doug Miller (360) 801-0484
Doug@SouthKitsapProperties.com

* Numbers are based on resale units and do not include new construction
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Hola, amigos! On November 13,  
Peggy and I flew to Chicago and then 
on to Barcelona to visit our son Joe 
and his wife Azucena, Cesca (15),  
and Chloe (13), who live in the city  
of Mataro north of Barcelona on   
the Mediterranean.

Investment Classes
Starting Soon

By Capt. John Moore, USN (Ret.)

REVISITED
SPAIN

Azucena met us at the airport, and 
we took a taxi to Mataro. There 
were ongoing Separatists protests in 
Barcelona, but our taxi driver knew 
which areas to avoid. Some teachers 
went on strike to participate in the 
protests, so Cesca and

Catalunya and 
walked the entire 
length of  
Las Ramblas — the 
pedestrian walkway 
— to the History
Museum of  
Catalunya where we 
saw a fascinating 
photo exhibit of the 
Spanish Civil War 
(1936-1939) by Alec 
Wainman, who was 
23 and an  
Englishman who 
served as a driver 
for a British medical 
unit — he took 1650 
photos during the 
Civil War in Spain. 
We saw many  
artifacts from  
Catalan history from 
the 2nd through the 
13th centuries.

On previous visits,  
we have always had lunch at the Hard Rock Café on the Plaza 
Catalunya, and this time was no different -- the menu now includes 
“American sliders,” which Peggy and I chose, and Joe had a very 
nice salad. We also went to a few Spanish restaurants in Mataro and 
three of our favorite coffee shops. We went to one we have visited 
often, as we know the brothers who operate the place — Xavier 
and Jordi. Peggy had tea, and I had café con leche and a delicious 
Spanish pastry.

Peggy went to a couple of the Cesca and Chloe’s basketball games 
— they have played basketball for a few years and really enjoy the 
sport. We also went with Joe and Azucena and the girls to the city 
of La Garriga to have a wonderful lunch with Azucena’s parents, 
Emilio and Asuncion aka Asun. Emilio served a very nice white 
wine from Galicia in northwest Spain, the location of the magnif-
icent Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela that dates back to the 
11th century and the terminus for El Camino, or “The Way.”

The night before we left for home, we all had dinner at a very 
nice Italian restaurant, La Tagliatella, which is in a large mall 
called Mataro Parc. We have been to this mall several times 
with Joe and his family, as there are a variety of nice stores, an 
excellent food court, and a very big supermarket.

We returned home on December 13, 2019. Joe and Azucena, 
Cesca and Chloe will all be visiting us this summer here 
in Dunraven.

Chloe missed a couple of days of school, which 
pleased them very much.

Joe arranged to have CNN available while we were 
there, so we weren’t out of touch with events in the 
U.S. and the rest of the world. One day Peggy, Joe 
and I took the train to Barcelona and went to the Plaza  



Life at the Woods  •  April 2020 April 2020  •  Life at the Woods20 21

MACKENZIE
young achiever

S I N C L A I R
How long have you lived in the 
neighborhood? I have lived in McCormick 
for 15 years out of 17. 

Who is in your family? My mom, Karen, 
my dad, Ken, and my two brothers, Trevor 
(25) and Chance (19) 

What school do you attend? I go to South 
Kitsap High School, and I will be graduating 
this spring. However, I have spent my junior 
and senior years as an Olympic College Run-
ning Start student. 

What are your plans after high school? 
After college, I plan to go to Idaho State, 
where I will play soccer. I have been commit-
ted to playing at Idaho State since November. 
At Idaho State, I plan to major in either com-
munications or international business. 

What sports and extracurricular activ-
ities do you participate in? I currently 
play soccer with Washington Premier ECNL. 
I have previously played for the South Kitsap 
Lady Wolves soccer team and Pac Northwest, 
as well. Soccer has always been my favorite 
activity and extracurricular. 

How did you get started with your 
sport/activity? I started playing soccer when 
I was about 3. I honestly can’t remember the 
first time I ever played soccer. It has always 
been a part of my life, and it’s crazy to think 
about not playing. I just recently moved to WA 
Premier two years ago. I originally played with 
Pac Northwest in Seattle, but once I started 

driving, my parents didn’t want me 
driving all the way out there on my 
own. So then, I moved. I play on our 
travel team, which is seventh in Amer-
ica. We have a really strong team, and 
all of the graduating girls on our team 
are committed to a college. 

What do you enjoy about your 
sport/activity? I love the compe-
tition, the intensity, and the team 
element. We depend on each other, 
and even if you think you can do it by 
yourself, you need your teammates’ 
help. You are only as good as your 
weakest man, and so supporting one 
another and building upon each other. 
It gives me so many opportunities to 
grow and try new things. I don’t know 
where I would be without soccer. I 
also love getting new cleats!

Tell us something you achieved or 
some highlights of your   
experience so far in your sport/
activity? I recently committed to 
the University of Idaho, which was a 
huge achievement for me. I’ve always 
wanted to play soccer in college, and 

so this is a dream come true. I also 
was given the opportunity to represent 
Washington in the ODP region tourna-
ment, when we beat Southern Califor-
nia in the final and I scored the winning 
penalty kick. At that time, it was like 
achieving my life goal. Not only have I 
gotten the opportunity to achieve my 
goals through soccer, but I have made 
great friends and met amazing people. 
I have made so many connections with 
not only friends but coaches, as well. I 
know that, later in life, these connec-
tions will benefit me greatly.

Is there something that makes 
you unique in this activity (a 
specific strength or quality 
you bring)? I bring strong leader-
ship skills. When I play soccer, I’m 
intense. I do not want to lose. Even 
if it’s just a scrimmage, my team is 
going to be the team working hard to 
win. Not only am I competitive and a 
strong player, but I also want to keep 
soccer fun. I have been playing since I 
was 3, and if it wasn’t fun, I would’ve 
gotten burnt out a long time ago. I 
want to keep it fun and exciting so 

that I will continue to enjoy playing and 
I will help my teammates stay excited. 

How do you keep a balance be-
tween sports, school, and other 
activities in your life? 
 Self-discipline is the key. In high 
school, I have to make myself do a 
lot of homework and study instead 
of hanging out with friends or doing 
what sounds like more fun. And a 
lot of time you have to be contacting 
coaches in your spare time. It’s really 
all about balance. I love my friends, 
but when friends would be hanging 
out, and I know I have homework, I 
have to say “no” and do what will ben-
efit me more in the long run. 

Name someone you admire. 
What makes them special and 
how have they motivated you?
I really, really admire my parents. 
They are two of the most hardwork-
ing individuals I know. They have 
worked so hard to make sure that I 
can take all the opportunities that 
I am given. They want to see me 
succeed, and it means so much to me. 
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TophamHomeRenovation.com

253-320-3441

Over 30 years of combined experience
in Home renovations, New construction,

Decks, and Concrete work.

Lic# TOPHAHR815KF

They have pushed me to work hard, and without 
them, I wouldn’t be where I am today. 

Two soccer players that I look up to are Morgan 
Weaver and Danny Leyva. Morgan Weaver played 
for Washington premier, and she graduated from 
WSU. She was awarded the best player in Pac 12. 
Because she started from the same position that I’m 
in, she really inspires me. Danny Leyva, who plays 
for the Seattle Sounders team -- he is only 16 years 
old, playing for a professional soccer team. Not 
only is he an extremely talented kid, but he is also 
hardworking and inspiring. Athletes like Morgan and 
Danny push me to work harder and reach past what 
I think my limits are. 

KELLI WALKER
Real Estate Broker | John L. Scott

Helping you find your happy place!

kelliwalker@johnlscott.com  |  kelliwalker.johnlscott.com
www.Facebook.com/KelliWalkerRealEstate  |  www.homesforheroes.com/affiliate/kelli-walker

WHAT IS HOMES FOR HEROES®? Homes for Heroes was established shortly following the tragic events of 9/11 as a way to 
give back and say “Thank You” to our nation’s heroes. We are the largest nationwide network of affiliate real estate agents, lenders and 
local businesses providing easy ways for heroes to save significant money when buying or selling a home. How do you save money? When 
heroes work with our affiliate real estate agent and lending specialists they receive Hero Rewards® Contact me for more information!

1954 Lund Ave. SE  |  Port Orchard, WA  98366  |  360.876.7600 / 360.440.0860

B R A D Y  V E R N I K   |   ( 3 6 0 )  5 3 6 - 5 9 4 3   |   B R A D Y . V E R N I K @ C O M C A S T . N E T  

WEDDING & 
ENGAGEMENT  PHOTOGRAPHY

WEDDING & 
ENGAGEMENT  PHOTOGRAPHY
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DoggieDarlings.com
doggiedarlingscorp@gmail
2737 SE Branson Ct
Port Orchard, WA 98366
360.550.6744

Dog Walking And In-Home Pet Sitting Services

Don't Fret, We'll
Watch Your Pets.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION TO
MEET YOUR FURRY FRIEND!

504.939.5260
AnchoredAestheticsllc.com

Treatyourself.
Use code 
woods2020 and 
get Lip Fillers 
and Teeth 
Whitening for 
only $400! 

HIGHLIGHTER   CONSTRUCTION

Interior/ Exterior Residential General Contractor
Minor & Major Repair and Remodel Specialists

Local, Licensed, Bonded, Insured. 

Demolition • Additions • Flooring • Drywall • Concrete
Carpentry • Painting • Roofing • Decks • Trim • MORE

360-525-5852
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I read this book 22 years ago, and it 
has stuck with me ever since. This 
is partly due to the fact that, three 
weeks after finishing it, I was stand-
ing in modern Salisbury, a lovely En-
glish town and the locale of this very 
long story. This was Edward Ruther-
ford’s first book, and he subsequently 
produced several more – all of similar 
heft and similar format, novelizing 
the history of a place and peopling it 
with fictional characters interacting 
with historical figures.

The story of Sarum (an old name for 
the area around Salisbury) begins as 
the last ice age is ending and follows 
the lives of five families through 
English history until 1985. The book is 
written almost as a series of novellas, 
each covering an important historical 
epoch and introducing some of the 
movers and shakers of that period 
along with the contemporary members 
of his five families. Some readers don’t 
care for this technique of beginning a 
story in pre-historic times, but I love 
it. I often find the very early, primitive 
humans more interesting than the 
modern ones. And I’m pretty sure I’ve 
learned more history from this kind of 
novel than I did from the many history 
courses I sat through in my youth. I 
mention the novella format because 

the sheer size of the book can be pretty 
daunting, but it’s easier to contemplate 
reading it if you know you can take it 
in sections if you want to.

Rutherford covers the history of Britain 
– the native peoples, the early conquer-
ors and their lasting imprints on the 
country, the succession of monarchies, 
the never-ending wars, the colonization 
of half the world, and the gradual disso-
lution of the empire. But the narrative 
always comes back to Sarum. He writes 
extensively about the creation of Stone-
henge on the Salisbury Plain and the 
people who imagined and (incredibly) 
built it. There have been other theo-
ries of the purpose of Stonehenge put 
forward since the 1980s when he was 
writing his story, but there may be  
yet more theories in the future as ar-
cheological methods become even  
more sophisticated.

The other main focuses of this story 
are the decades-long construction 
of the beautiful Salisbury Cathedral, 
which involved generations of the five 
families and some serious disagree-
ments with the Anglican hierarchy 
over the height of the tower (the 
tallest in England), and the continu-
ing thread of the Salisbury Market, 
which opened in 1227 and, except 

for four years during World War II, 
has been open in the town square 
every Tuesday and Saturday since 
then! In its early days, it was just “the 
market,” and everyone brought their 
livestock, produce and crafts to trade 
for what they needed. Now, like many 
local open-air markets, it is a popular 
tourist attraction.

Some reviewers thought the charac-
ters in the novel weren’t as complex 
as they might be. While this may be 
true, it’s important to remember that 
this is meant to be the history of a 
place, and the people are portrayed 
as the participants in, and sometimes 
the drivers of, that history.

If you like history, or stone construc-
tion, or family sagas, I think you’ll like 
Sarum. And if you do read it, I’d like 
you to think of these things: the blue-
stone at Stonehenge was transport-
ed 240 miles before the wheel was 
invented; there are said to be ley lines 
converging at Stonehenge, and if you 
go there and you’re lucky, you may 
find out for yourself; the slim green 
marble pillars holding up the tower 
of the Salisbury Cathedral really do 
have a slight bend in them.

Happy reading!

SARUM:
The Novel of England

resident book review By Edward Rutherford. Review written by Helen Punches.
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WWW.NORTHWESTDECKS.COM
GIG HARBOR (253) 858-3130 | KITSAP COUNTY (360) 731-8445

DECK PICTURED IS ON A MCCORMICK WOODS HOME. CALL US TODAY TO GET A DECK OF YOUR OWN!!

COMPOSITE | WOOD | HANDRAILS | NEW | REMODELS

resident business guide

Attention McCormick Woods Residents:
Are you a McCormick Woods resident and own a business? 
Email LATW@n2pub.com to get your business featured. This is 
open to residents of McCormick Woods only.

Woodsat the
Life

ACCOUNTING &
BOOKKEEPING
Bookkeeping, ETC
Sirena Mitchell
(360) 509-8816
bookkeepingetcs.mitchell@
gmail.com

ATTORNEY
Seward & Associates,
Attorneys at Law
Richard Seward
(360) 602-1925
assetprotectionsolutions@
gmail.com
portorchardlaw.com

BOUDOIR PHOTOGRAPHY
Red Rose Boudoir
Rosemary
info@RedRose-Boudoir.com
www.redrose-boudoir.com

CAFE & RESTAURANT
The Grey House
Kim/Jason Yager &
Bill/Sharon Ware
(360) 876-5695
theGreyHouseCafe@gmail.
com
TheGreyHouse.com

Uncle Daves Cafe
Dave & Jan Bjorke
(360) 876-1858
uncledaves@statsguy.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANT
Jeffrey D. Cole CPA
Jeff Cole
(206) 463-3200
jeffrey.cole@jeffreycolecpa.
com
jeffreycolecpa.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Frederick Chiropractic
Dr. Karen Busso
(360) 895-4843
wktc4@yahoo.com

Mariner Chiropractic
Corey Findlay
(360) 692-5350
marinerchiro.com

COLOR
SEPARATOR/PRINTING
EXPERT
MySeps
Scott Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
scott@myseps.com
myseps.com

CUSTOM BOUTIQUE
JEWELRY
Lavalliere Design
Vanessa Dickson
(817) 201-6353
nessapotamia@yahoo.com
lavallieredesign.com

CUSTOM HOME DESIGN
Selby Design, LTD
Tami Selby
(360) 649-1826
pt.selby@yahoo.com
selbydesignltd.com

EYE CARE CENTER
Pacific Eye Care
Dr. Joseph Trull
(360) 895-2020
pacificeyecareofportorchard.
com

FOOD CATERING
In Good Taste Catering
Company
Stacey Hayter
(360) 204-8832

INDEPENDENT BEAUTY
CONSULTANT
Mary Kay
Janyce Gregg
(360) 876-9620
jansmarykay@wavecable.
com
marykay.com/jgregg

LAWN MAINTENANCE
McCormick Lawn and
Garden
Drew Bornfleth
(360) 535-4609
abornfleth@gmail.com

MARKETING
The Galloping Greeter
Kevin Mitchell
(253) 242-3144
thegallopinggreeter.com

PHOTOGRAPHER
Cherose Photography
Cheri Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
cheridetavernier@yahoo.com
Facebook.
com/cherosephotography

PROPERTY MANAGER
Home Sweet Rental
Miranda Long
(843) 822-0862
miranda@homesweetrental.
com
homesweetrental.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS AGENCY
Hayter Communications,
Inc.
Ryan Hayter
ryan@hayterpr.com
hayterpr.com

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
Better Properties
Mike & Sherri Loughlin
(360) 509-7212
theloughlingroup@gmail.
com
TheLoughlinGroup.com

REALTOR
John L. Scott
Doug Miller
(360) 801-0484
Doug@
southkitsapproperties.com
southkitsapproperties.com

Re/Max Town and Country
Jessica Mandaro
(360) 830-7039
jessica@mandarorealestate.
com
mandarorealestate.com

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST
John L. Scott
Carol Glenn
(360) 620-2370
carolglenn@johnlscott.com
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Your locally owned Subaru Dealer
John Dionas

President-Owner

800-458-5808
3888 W St Hwy 16, Bremerton

Between Bremerton & Port Orchard

15 MINUTES FROM GIG HARBOR ▪ CLOSED SUNDAYS FOR FAMILY DAY

PeninsulaSubaru.com

PENINSULA
AUTO GROUP

Come
 meet 
Duke!

Proudly serving the Northwest since 1989

www.a-1doorservice.com • (360) 876-2814

10% OFF
all Amarr

brand
steel doors.

$99
Door Tune up
and Service
- $129 value

Must mentioned coupons when setting an appointment or estimate.
Can not be combined with any other coupon or offer.

YOUR Dream HOME
is waiting for YOU!

Bri Koermer
R E A LT O R

253.303.1555
3212 50th STREET CT NW,

STE 102 | GIG HARBOR, WA

Brianak@kw.com

Call me
today for 

 FREE Home
Valuation.




