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PROTECT YOUR HOME AND YOUR PEACE OF MIND.
CALL OR TEXT TODAY.

253-509-5520 | RainierPest.com

VETERAN OWNED
AND OPERATED

ANTS, SPIDERS, WASPS, RODENTS AND MORE.

In winter months rodents can cause thousands
of dollars in damage to our crawl spaces.

Trust us to take care of your home this rodent season.

© 2020 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.

www.n2pub.comI M P O RTA N T 

PHONE NUMBERS

DISCLAIMER: N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the McCormick Woods Homeowners Association, 
Inc. (the “Association”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not 
authorized or endorsed by the Association. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein 
do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements 
contained within the Life at the Woods magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. 
Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these 
companies. NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and 
they may be used in this publication.

We are always looking for residents that 
are willing to contribute stories, pictures, 
ideas, and business recommendations. 
No contribution is too small. Email us at 
LATW@n2pub.com with your photos, 
suggestions, and requests.

AREA DIRECTOR/PUBLISHER 
 

AD DESIGN MANAGER

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

Tristan Manning
(360) 626-3163
tristan.manning@n2pub.com

Tania Lee 
(901) 833-9885
Tania.Lee@n2pub.com

Residents of McCormick Woods!

We are always looking for residents to follow up on leads, find great stories and 

send us ideas. Let’s celebrate the great things happening in our community! No 

contribution is too small. Please email tristan.manning@n2pub.com with your 

pictures, suggestions, or requests.

UTILITIES

City of Port Orchard – Water & Sewer

Puget Sound Energy

Cascade Natural Gas

Waste Management

Cable Wave Broadband    

Century Link Phone/Internet

Wave Broadband Phone/Internet

HOSPITAL (URGENT CARE)

Harrison Port Orchard

CITY NUMBERS

Emergency

American Poison Control Center

Police Department

Fire Department

City Clerk

Mayor’s Office

Public Works

OTHER

Humane Society

Auto Licensing 

Chamber of Commerce

Library

US Postal Service

The Clubhouse Restaurant

Golf Pro Shop

Homeowners Association Office

24 Hour Animal Hospital - Uptown Animal Hospital

SCHOOLS

South Kitsap High School

Cedar Heights Junior High

Sunny Slope Elementary

Charles Wright Academy

(360) 876-5139

(888) 225-5773

 (206) 624-3900

(800) 592-9995

 (866) 225-5773

 (800) 475-7526

(866) 225-5773

(360) 744-6275

911

(800) 222-1222

(360) 876-1700

(360) 871-2411

(360) 876-7030

(360) 440-6483

(360) 876-4991

(360) 692-6977

(360) 895-2222

(360) 876-3505

(360) 876-2224

(360) 874-6903

(360) 895-0142

(360) 895-0130

(360) 895-3800

(253) 851-7387

(360) 874-5600

(360) 874-6020

(360) 443-3470

253-620-8373



Life at the Woods  •  February 2020 February 2020  •  Life at the Woods4 5

SponsorNeighborhood

I N D E X
This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted neighborhood vendor to use. 
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring the publication. These local businesses are 
proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for 
supporting the publication!

AESTHETICS/COSMETIC CARE
Anchored Aesthetics

(504) 939-5260

AIR CONDITIONING HEATING/AIR 
QUALITY

Air Masters, Inc.
(360) 895-2527

AIRPORT SERVICE/LIMO
All City Airport Car Service

(253) 302-7864

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY
Stafford Suites
(360) 874-1212

ATTORNEY-PERSONAL INJURY
Gig Harbor Law
(253) 509-0625

AUTO COLLISION REPAIR
Fix Auto Collision - Port Orchard

AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE
Puget Sound Auto Repair

(360) 876-6785

AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP
Peninsula Auto Group

(800) 458-5808

CPA/TAX/ACCOUNTING
Peterson NW CPA

(360) 329-7031

CARPET CARE
His Touch Carpet Care and Detail 

Services
(360) 908-2153

CLEANING SERVICES
Shine Bright Cleaning Service

(360) 908-1431

DECKS & PATIOS
Northwest Decks

(253) 858-3130

EYE CARE & OPTICAL
Pacific EyeCare of Port Orchard

(360) 895-2020

FINANCIAL AND INVESTMENT 
PLANNING

Edward Jones - Matt Flores, CRPC®
(360) 876-2300

GARAGE DOORS
A-1 Door Service, Inc.

(360) 876-2814

GENERAL CONTRACTOR / 
REMODELING

Highlighter Construction
(360) 525-5852

GERMAN AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Dundon Motorsports

(253) 200-4454
dundonmotorsports.com

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Air Masters, Inc.
(360) 895-2527

HOME RENOVATION & REPAIR
Topham Home Renovations LLC

(253) 320-3441

HOME AND OFFICE ORGANIZATION
Spring Home Organization

(360) 265-2477

INSURANCE
Victor Thompson - Farmers Insurance

(360) 602-6999

KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELING
Kitsap Kitchen And Bath

(360) 697-5616

LANDSCAPING
Nature’s Design Landscaping

(360) 876-8917

LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES
Olympic Meadows Landscaping

(360) 932-6630

MORTGAGE COMPANY
Fairway Independent Mortgage

NATURAL MEDICINE
Port Orchard Natural Medicine

PEST CONTROL - INDOOR/OUTDOOR
Rainier Pest Control

(253) 509-5520

PET SITTING IN-HOME / WALKING / 
PET TAXI

Doggie Darlings
(360) 550-6744

PHOTOGRAPHER
Vernik Visuals

(360) 536-5943

PRIVATE SCHOOL
Charles Wright Academy

(253) 620-8373

REAL ESTATE BROKER
Doug Miller - South Kitsap Properties

(360) 801-0484

Kelli Walker - John L Scott
(360) 440-0860

REALTOR
Bri Koerner - Keller Williams

(253) 303-1555

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS
Ace Mechanic Small Engines

(775) 770-0587

TREE CARE SERVICES
Gig Harbor Tree Service

(253) 514-0977

TophamHomeRenovation.com

253-320-3441

Over 30 years of combined experience
in Home renovations, New construction,

Decks, and Concrete work.

Lic# TOPHAHR815KF

253.302.7864
AllCityAirportCarService.com

Call Us
for rates

YOUR Dream HOME
is waiting for YOU!

Bri Koermer
R E A LT O R

253.303.1555
3212 50th STREET CT NW,

STE 102 | GIG HARBOR, WA

Brianak@kw.com

Call me
today for 

 FREE Home
Valuation.
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Your locally owned Subaru Dealer
John Dionas

President-Owner

800-458-5808
3888 W St Hwy 16, Bremerton

Between Bremerton & Port Orchard

15 MINUTES FROM GIG HARBOR ▪ CLOSED SUNDAYS FOR FAMILY DAY

PeninsulaSubaru.com

PENINSULA
AUTO GROUP

Come
 meet 
Duke!

ir
on

resident recipe
Sent in by Andy Roger.

Ingredients
-1 lb. stew beef, cut into 1-inch pieces
-2 stalks celery, chopped
-1 medium onion, peeled and chopped
-4 cloves garlic, peeled and chopped
-2 Tbsp vegetable oil
-2 Tbsp chili powder
-1 tsp dried oregano leaves
-¼ tsp ground cinnamon
-4 cups cooked pinto beans with cooking liquid (or two 16-oz. cans)
-1 (29-oz.) can chopped tomatoes
-1 (4-oz.) can chopped green chilies
-Salt to taste

INSTRUCTIONS
In a large stew pot over medium-high heat, cook beef, celery, 
onion and garlic in oil for 5 minutes. Add chili powder, oregano, 
and cinnamon and cook 1 minute longer.

Add beans, tomatoes and green chilies and bring all ingredients 
to a boil. Cover, reduce heat to low and simmer for 45 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Add salt to taste.

Serve hot with chopped onion and grated cheese, if desired. 
Serves 6.

ch
ili

do
or
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featured family

The Anchick

360.895.2527
www.airmastersheating.com

32

Tami grew up in Ashland, Oregon. Connor and Logan were both 
born in Bremerton, Washington. 

If not from here originally, what brought you to the area? John 
was in the Navy. We were stationed here many times and loved the 
area, so we decided to stay after John retired from the military.

Tell us how you two met each other. John and I have known 
each other since middle school. We started dating our senior year 
in high school and were married in 1990. After getting married, 
we were stationed all over the country. We started in Hawaii, 
then moved to Bremerton, Washington, then to Groton, CT, then 
to Kings Bay, GA, then to Yokosuka, Japan, back to Washington, 
then to The Naval Academy in Annapolis Maryland, and finally 
back to Washington.

Where is your favorite spot to spend time together in WA? 
We spend a lot of time on different soccer fields. Both of our boys 
play soccer, so we enjoy all of the different spots in Washington 
that we have been able to visit because of the sport.

We are all University of Oregon fans. Tami went to school there 
for a year and continues to support that team. John, Logan, and 
Connor have also supported the Ducks. There was a change of 
heart for Connor, though, as he now supports the Beavers. John, 
Connor, and Logan are also San Francisco 49er fans. John grew 
up near the Bay Area and has been a faithful fan for many years.

What college/university did you attend? Tami attended four 
different colleges. She graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business from Brenau University. She also attended 
Southern Oregon State College (now SOU), University of Oregon, 
and University of Hawaii. Being a military spouse can move you 
to a lot of different places. 

Their oldest son Connor is a senior at Oregon State University 
where he will graduate with a mechanical engineering degree, 
and he will be commissioned into the United States Navy. Logan, 
the youngest, is a senior at South Kitsap High School and plans 
on attending college this next fall. He is still undecided as to 

Family member names: John, Tami, Connor, and Logan Anchick
Street: McCormick Woods Dr.
Pets: D’Ogee, a cocker spaniel, Lucy, a Goldendoodle, and Ney-
mar, a bearded dragon.
Family dinner: Swedish pancakes are a favorite in our home.
Profession: Tami works part-time at a local church preschool. 
John is retired from the U.S. Navy where he served on submarines. 
He currently works at PSNS as an instructor for sift test engineers. 

Where are you originally from? John was born in California 
but moved to Ashland, Oregon his freshman year of high school. 

where he wants to go but plans to major in bio-health sciences. He enjoys 
the sun, so he hopes to go to college where the sun is. Logan is very active in 
soccer and also likes to play tennis. Logan currently plays on the Gig Harbor 
premier soccer team. He also enjoys snowboarding and hopes to surf when he 
goes to college.

Are you involved with any local charities or community endeavors? Both 
Connor and Logan were varsity athletes in high school. Connor was a varsity 

tennis, swim, and soccer player. Logan is a varsity 
tennis and soccer player. 

John also is very active in soccer. He is the girls’ 
soccer coach for one of the South Kitsap middle 
schools. He has played soccer his whole life and 
enjoys it very much. 

How long have you lived in the neighborhood? 
We have lived in McCormick Woods for seven years.

What do you like to do to relax? Tami enjoys 
walking her two dogs, Lucy and D’ogee. She also 
likes to quilt and mess around with different 
crafting projects. Logan enjoys soccer, tennis, and 
working out in the weight room.

D’Ogee, who is 12, likes to sleep and eat. He really 
enjoys his 2-o’clock snack every day. Lucy, who is 3 
years old, loves her walks. She also enjoys looking 
out our back window and trying to find all of the 
squirrels. Lucy enjoys playing with any type of ball. 

What is your favorite part about living in our 
neighborhood? My favorite part of McCormick 
Woods is all of the walking areas that we have. The 
dogs and I enjoy a good walk, whether it be along 
the roads or on the trails.

family
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admissions@charleswright.org // (253) 620-8373

A Coeducational Independent Day School in Tacoma

Preschool - Grade 12 // Bus Service

Schedule a Personal Tour!

DoggieDarlings.com
doggiedarlingscorp@gmail
2737 SE Branson Ct
Port Orchard, WA 98366
360.550.6744

Dog Walking And In-Home Pet Sitting Services

Don't Fret, We'll
Watch Your Pets.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION TO
MEET YOUR FURRY FRIEND!

Seeing eye-to-eye 
comes from 

meeting face-to-face

home matters

FEATURING MAINVUE HOMES
Looking for a luxurious new home in 

walking distance to the McCormick 
Woods Clubhouse Restaurant and Bar?

You’ll find it in Muirfield at McCormick, our newest neighbor-
hood of 46 homesites located on the 10th fairway of the golf 
course with quick access to the clubhouse. We are pleased to fea-
ture MainVue Homes in Muirfield at McCormick, and Muirfield 
presents the first-ever opportunity to enjoy MainVue sophistica-
tion on a golf course lot. 

MainVue Homes are luxurious with designer features and high-
end finishes standard. Inspired by its international influence 
while rooted in the Pacific Northwest, MainVue offers pristine 
homesites nestled against the lush golf course or beautifully 
maintained open space at McCormick. Each of MainVue’s distin-
guished homesites features its own backyard paradise where you 
can relax in a Signature Outdoor Room.

On many levels, it’s natural that MainVue is building not only its 
popular two-story plans but also its highly sought-after sprawling 
rambler plans in McCormick. Homeowners take pride in showing 
how distinctive their purchases can be.

Within the comforts of all its home, MainVue’s flawless designs 
and modern touches perfectly balance sophistication and practi-
cality. Leisure and separate multi-purpose rooms add flexibility; 
open-flow great rooms invite entertaining; sanctuary-like master 
suites enhance relaxation.

Muirfield’s central location in McCormick will give you the 
opportunity to enjoy our vibrant lifestyle at the clubhouse while 
being nestled in a quiet enclave in the woods.

We trust you’ll find your perfect home in Muirfield at McCor-
mick. To learn more, visit the MainVue Homes model home in 
Eldon Trails at McCormick or visit us at  
www.liveatmccormick.com.

ANNOUNCING MUIRFIELD
at McCormick
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TOO HIGH & TOO STEEP
reshaping seattle’s topography

resident book review
By David B. Williams. Review written by Helen Punches.

504.939.5260
AnchoredAestheticsllc.com

TREAT YOURSELF.
Use code 
woods2020 and 
get Lip Fillers 
and Teeth 
Whitening for 
only $400! 

control, etc., but in the 1800s, they were just wasted space that 
could be made usable if you only had the gumption to fix ‘em. Here 
again, as throughout the book, you get maps and photographs.

Section four is about the complicated task of re-plumbing the lakes 
and rivers surrounding the city. Why let Lake Washington just sit 
there looking pretty when it could be used for more shipping? So, 
they dug the ship canal and the Montlake Cut and built the locks, 
lowering the water level of Lake Washington and killing the Black 
River. And finally, the “too steep” hills in the city had to come 
down. We hear about the Denny Regrade, but Denny Hill wasn’t 
the only one to be re-shaped. Once they got started digging and 
sluicing the offending hills down to size, they seemed unable to 
stop. And where did all that dirt and rock go? Why, into the sound, 
of course, down monster conveyor belts to join the tons of garbage 
already deposited there. Eventually, they made a nice, flat, wide 
space where they could build roads and railroad tracks and the 
infamous viaduct. If you stand on a hill in Seattle and look down 
toward the sound, you can appreciate the scope of these projects. 
All the flat land you see was put there by man, not nature.

You should read this book as a book. Your Kindle won’t do justice 
to the maps and photos. Since I’m not inclined to hike around Se-
attle’s remaining hills to hit Mr. Williams’ viewing points, I read 
most of the book with Google Earth open on my laptop. I recom-
mend it. And I recommend the book. It’s a great blend of social 
and natural history. And it’s about our city!

If you’ve spent any time at all getting 
in and out of, and through, Seattle’s 
metropolitan area, you’ve probably 
groused, to no one in particular, 
“What maniac decided this was a 
good place to build a city?” Surround-
ed by water, pinched in by mountains, 
straddling an earthquake fault, and 
gazing fondly at a dormant (but not 
dead) volcano, the site seems better 
suited for a rustic resort catering to 
adventure tourism. But wait! When 

the city’s founders did their founding (see Sons of the Profits), 
the land they had to work with was even more rugged and limited 
than it is today. And yet...they believed they could build a great 
city here and so they did – without the benefit of computer-aided 
engineering or Big Bertha or anything except muscle and sweat 
and imagination. That is called vindicated hubris, folks.

When the first settlers arrived, they envisioned a future of great 
wealth from lumbering and shipping. California, swarming with 
gold miners and the attendant entrepreneurs, was buying all the 
lumber they could get. And this hilly patch of land on Puget Sound 
was blessed with a deepwater port and a seemingly endless supply 
of lumber. There were only a few drawbacks, among them the 
bluffs on the western edge and the vast, muddy tidelands of the 
Duwamish River on the south. And the fact that some of the hills in 
this imagined city were too steep for horse-drawn transportation. 
But not to worry. With typical 19th century “can-do” spirit and 
disregard for nature’s preferences, they set out to fix the problems.

David Williams is a Seattle native and a geologist and nature writer. 
He has a nice, chatty tour guide kind of writing style as he leads 
us through the six sections of his book. The first chapter is about 
the geology of the region – how the comings and goings of glaciers 
formed the north-south hills and troughs, the lakes and Puget Sound 
itself. As if that weren’t enough geologic trauma, the topography of 
the region is also affected by the latest eruption of Mount Rainier 
(5,600 years ago) and the relentless pushing of the Sierra Nevada 
into Oregon and Washington, ultimately meeting the immovable 
monolith of Canada and causing further wrinkles in our landscape.

The second section covers the historic shoreline of the town, with 
maps and photographs and suggestions for viewing and recogniz-
ing the original landmarks from various vantage points in the city. 
The third section lays out the first big alteration of the landscape 
– the filling in of the Duwamish tidelands. We 21st-century people 
understand the value of tidelands as storm buffers, habitat, flood 
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WWW.NORTHWESTDECKS.COM
GIG HARBOR (253) 858-3130 | KITSAP COUNTY (360) 731-8445

DECK PICTURED IS ON A MCCORMICK WOODS HOME. CALL US TODAY TO GET A DECK OF YOUR OWN!!

COMPOSITE | WOOD | HANDRAILS | NEW | REMODELS

HIGHLIGHTER   CONSTRUCTION

Interior/ Exterior Residential General Contractor
Minor & Major Repair and Remodel Specialists

Local, Licensed, Bonded, Insured. 

Demolition • Additions • Flooring • Drywall • Concrete
Carpentry • Painting • Roofing • Decks • Trim • MORE

360-525-5852

making a difference

Sustainability
By Lanah Duque

community I am a part of to recognize this issue, hoping to 
make a positive impact.

QUESTION 3: Do you hope to do anything like this in the future?
In the future, I want to continue to promote sustainability 
and its importance, hoping to make surrounding communi-
ties aware of this, as well. Straw packs are just a start to a 
more eco-friendly life, but there are so many more improve-
ments we all can make in our lives. While these straws are 
branded to my community, I want other communities by 
perhaps promoting a universal “Washington”-branded straw 
to show how important sustainability is. While getting the 
whole state involved in a single project may sound difficult, 
the community I live in is only a start to making a difference 
in the world. I really want to do other projects promoting 
the importance of issues that occur in the world, specifically 
being mental health. That is another topic I am very pas-
sionate about and, I believe, may be overlooked. Everything 
you want to do in life starts with yourself, and I just want to 
do my part in expressing concerns about matters that are of 
a global matter. I hope that in my lifetime I can impact more 
than just my community and potentially the world.

QUESTION 1: What is your mission?
My mission is to bring the importance of sustainability to 
my community and get people talking about the well-known 
issue of pollution. I want to show people how easy it is to 
start a more sustainable lifestyle because every small step 
we take, positively contributes to promoting the issue. Pollu-
tion (being of air, land, ocean, etc.) is one of the biggest cur-
rent global issues. Promoting sustainability in my communi-
ty is just the start to get more and more people talking about 
this important issue because we can make a difference.

QUESTION 2: What inspired you to start making change?
All over media, whether it’s websites, social media, news, 
etc, the issue of pollution is constantly being discussed. 
While anyone can talk about helping the issue, I wanted 
to do more by expressing my passion for sustainability to 
people around my community who might even be unaware. 
Seeing all the negative effects of pollution seem like a 
cry for help from nature and living beings. I wanted to do 
my part by at least getting the people I see every day and 

by
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Personal Injury • Vehicle Accidents
Workers Compensation

Managing
Attorney

Nathan Sukhia
19 years of experience.

Get the Legal Representation you need today.
253-649-5011  |  Nathan@gigharborlaw.net  |  www.gigharborlaw.net

precious pets

H
az

el

Family member names: The Clarks – Chris, Stephanie, Alex-
is, Casey, Lindsay, and Andrew.
Pet’s Name: Hazel
Male or Female: Female
Pet’s age: Seven months old

Where/why did you get your pet?
Our family had a black Labradoodle named Jakers for 
around 11 years until he sadly passed away in April. We felt 
that the house was missing something and that it just wasn’t 
the same without a loving dog waiting for us at the end of 
the school/workday. So, we went dog searching and even-
tually adopted Hazel by word of mouth from a friend, and it 
was love at first sight.

Is there a story behind its name?
As soon as we got her, we felt like we needed some time to 
observe her personality until we could all come up with a 
name. We eventually started calling her Winner, Nugget, De-
stroyer, Holly, and Lola, until someone mentioned the name 
“Hazel.” Andrew, the 6-year-old, started calling her Bazil 
until the whole family caught on and began calling her Hazel 
Bazil, which makes no sense, but it stuck.

What do you like best about your pet? 
I love how friendly she is and how excited she is to see me 
when I come home from school. I open the door and she 
runs up to me, climbs on top of me and licks me and wags 
her tail, probably around a million times a second.

Any funny stories?
Alexis and Lindsay both play fastpitch, 
so when the two had tournaments, we 
had to bring Hazel with us. Any time 
Hazel would encounter another per-
son, she would run to them and flip on 
her back on their feet, so they would 
rub her belly. Every single time.

How spoiled is your pet?
Pretty spoiled as far as long car rides 
with the windows rolled down and 
lots of belly rubs go. We’ll just say she 
gets a lot of attention and love.

What else should we know about your 
pet and/or how your pet has enriched 
your home/family?
Hazel had filled the gap of emptiness 
felt during the period of grief over our 
last dog, and even though Hazel will 
never be the same as Jakers, she sure 
does bring a whole new personality to 
the family.
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sponsor spotlight 

INSURANCE

By resident Matt Haver
Photos by Matt Haver and Victor Thompson

mer permits coordinator for the City of Seattle gives their agency 
expertise in insuring construction companies. But it’s their col-
lective experience as business owners that gives them empathy 
for clients facing life-altering loss and the wisdom to help them 
through tough decisions.

“Keith and I owned a bar in Everett for seven years,” Victor 
shared. “We lost it because of an insurance claim.” On a rainy 
New Year’s Eve in 2011, bad plumbing and bad luck teamed up on 
the couple and led to $120,000 worth of damage to their beloved 
bar, Twisted. With no help from their landlord and no banks of-
fering business loans in the wake of the housing crisis, Victor and 
Keith were forced to close their doors for good. They experienced 
firsthand the importance of having the right insurance.

“We are very business-oriented,” Victor said. “We know a lot 
about commercial policies inside and outside of Farmers.” Vic-
tor’s sensitivity to the needs of the hospitality industry began 
that fateful New Year’s Eve but started serving him the moment 
he became a Farmers agent. “During training on my first day, I 
took a class on restaurants,” Victor recalled with a smile. “They 
told me how hard it was to write restaurant policies. I told them 
‘I’m going to write one tomorrow.’ I went out and wrote one of 
the largest restaurant policies Farmers had seen in Washington 
State for a long time!”

Victor and Keith are both Washington natives. Keith attended 
Bremerton High School, and Victor went to Mariner High School 
in Everett and spent every summer on Stretch Island. The two 
moved from Mill Creek in 2016 to be closer to their parents and 
now reside in South Colby. They enjoy working on their home, 
grounds, and gardens in the spare time between writing home 
policies for their neighbors in Kitsap. “Farmers loves the homes 
in Kitsap County,” Victor said. “Our home policies are really set 
apart from anything anyone else can offer.”

When you visit Victor Thompson Insurance Agency, you’ll 
likely be greeted first by Rosie. Rosie has never sold insur-
ance and isn’t technically on staff, but she is a big draw. 
“People walk through our door just to see Rosie,” Victor 
shared. Rosie is his 12-month-old Labradoodle. She’s often 
joined in the office by the agency’s other mascot, Jett, a 
cockapoo in his golden years.

Once you’ve received your welcome from the four-legged 
set, Victor and his friendly staff take over. But prepare 
yourself. This isn’t your father’s insurance office. Victor’s 
walls are adorned with local landscape photos he shot 
himself, a portrait of Opie, the bald eagle he helped reha-
bilitate, and memorabilia from his time in the hospitality 
industry that includes a guitar from country superstar 
Kenny Chesney. “My whole philosophy is that life is serious 
enough,” Victor shared. “Insurance doesn’t have to be.”

This month, Victor will celebrate his two-year anniversa-
ry with Farmers Insurance. Victor and his husband, Keith 
Hafner, share a lifetime of real-world experience they now 
draw on daily to serve their clients.

Victor knows a thing or two about auto insurance after 
spending 25 years with Toyota and launching the Scion 
brand in the Pacific Northwest. Keith’s experience as a for-

Home, auto, and life are what usually come to mind when some-
one says insurance, but Victor and his team provide a lot of plans 
that one wouldn’t think of at first. For example, volcano insurance 
is standard on all Farmers home policies in Washington State. 
And if you need insurance on your pet, Victor is the man to see. 
He also offers warranties for homeowners that insure big-ticket 
items like dishwashers, hot water tanks, and refrigerators.

Victor has the weekend warriors covered, too. Most insurance 
companies won’t ensure large trucks like a Ford F-350 that tow 
a trailer because they consider it a work truck, so it becomes 
a commercial policy in most cases. But Farmers recently revo-
lutionized the auto insurance industry by covering these large 
trucks, and Victor is proud to be a part.

“There is no box that someone fits in that says you get XYZ pol-
icy,” Victor shared. “It doesn’t matter who you are. If you can’t 
be insured by Farmers, they allow us to broker out. So, we can 
literally ensure anybody and anything.”

With the constant deluge of insurance advertising and myriad 
agencies vying for attention today, Victor has a word of advice 
for prospective clients. “Nothing is worse than having a tragedy 
happen and finding out you don’t have the coverage for that spe-
cific need. It’s not always about the price; it’s about the service,” 
Victor said. “That’s what we do that sets us apart from anyone 
else. I want our customers to know we’re here for them. If some-
thing happens, you’re going to get a phone call from me.”

Contact Information
1703 SE Sedgwick Rd., Ste. 103, Port Orchard, WA 98366 
Phone: (360) 602-6999 
Email: vthompson1@farmersagent.com 
Online: agents.farmers.com/wa/port-orchard/victor-thompson 
Facebook: facebook.com/VictorThompsonFarmersInsuranceAgent/

Thompson

AGENCY

Victor
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helped me develop my leadership and public speak-
ing skills and has made me want to interact with a 
variety of different groups of people. 

Tell us something you achieved or some high-
lights of your experience so far in your sport/
activity. I have been on-running class president 
for all my years of high school, which has been 
amazing because it has allowed me to improve and 
reflect on what has gone well throughout all my 
years of ASB. ASB has helped me develop as a per-
son because it’s shown me all the things I can do, 
and it has helped me grow as a leader and person 
all around, making me want to become part of more 
clubs and organizations. 

Is there something that makes you unique in 
this activity (a specific strength or quali-
ty you bring)? In ASB, I love talking to people 
which helps all around because there are some 
people who aren’t very vocal about their ideas, but 
I want to make sure that they are heard, and since 
I enjoy talking to people, it helps communicate 
everyone’s ideas and my own ideas, whether that 
is ASB or other clubs, and it helps me understand 
people and others understand me, so ideas are 
clear and intentional.

How do you keep a balance between sports, 
school, and other activities in your life? I 
use my calendar on my phone so that I can keep 
track of specific dates for all my activities since I 
am involved in many different activities, and I set 
reminders for different homework assignments, 
so I don’t forget. Because I have my phone on me, 

I can send emails, do online assign-
ments, and communicate with other 
club members before games and 
activities. Within each club, I am 
offered different chances to make 
connections and keep my social life 
active because there are amazing 
people within each club who I am 
now good friends with, and those 
connections are really the highlight 
of all my extracurriculars together. 

Name someone you admire. 
What makes them special, and 
how have they motivated you? I 
admire my former coach Erin Bayne. 
Throughout all the stress in my 
life, she’s helped me keep a positive 
attitude and just keep doing what I’m 
doing. She reminded me that through 
all the busy and hard times, I am do-
ing more than enough and I will excel 
in life if I try hard. She’s motivated 
me through tears and laughter, and 
she is honest with me while still being 
supportive. Even though she was my 
volleyball coach, she has really moti-
vated me through life in general and 
helped me realize that I can strive for 
more than I ever imagined. 

Lanah

How long have you lived in the 
neighborhood? I’m 16 years old and 
have lived in McCormick Woods for my 
whole life!

Who is in your family? My mom, 
Ruth, and dad, Oliver, and 9-year-old 
sister, Larah. My older sister, Leah, is a 
junior in college, so she no longer lives 
with us. 

What school do you attend? South 
Kitsap High School and I am a junior!

What are your plans after high 
school? I don’t have my heart set on 
anything yet, but I want to go to a uni-
versity and pursue a career that I enjoy 
and that is involved in what is going on in 
the world. I just want to make a positive 
impact on others and know that I am 
making an impact on the world. That’s 
what really matters to me. 

What sports and extracurricular 
activities do you participate in? I 
play volleyball at South Kitsap and have 
played on a select nationals team. I had 
the honor of being varsity captain this 
last year, and I am the libero. I am also in 
DECA, ASB, Key Club (Kiwanis), Inter-
act (Rotary), speech and debate, Green 
Team, National Honor Society, FCCLA, 
and HOBY Washington. 

How did you get started with your 
sport/activity? I started ASB because I 
knew that I always wanted to be involved 
in my community and the people around 
me. I knew that ASB would allow me to 
make positive changes within my school 
while reaching outside my school and in 
other communities. It also allowed me 
to get involved in other extracurricular 
activities since leadership really branch-
es out everywhere. 

What do you enjoy about your sport/
activity? I enjoy all the different con-
nections that I make through ASB and 
learning about people’s lives and pas-
sions. I love the planning process of being 
able to host all these dances and fund-
raisers that people enjoy going to and 
have a great time. I also enjoy meeting all 
the new people through ASB. ASB has 

Now accepting nominations for 2020! 
Email LATW@n2pub.com.

KELLI WALKER
Real Estate Broker | John L. Scott

Helping you find your happy place!

kelliwalker@johnlscott.com  |  kelliwalker.johnlscott.com
www.Facebook.com/KelliWalkerRealEstate  |  www.homesforheroes.com/affiliate/kelli-walker

WHAT IS HOMES FOR HEROES®? Homes for Heroes was established shortly following the tragic events of 9/11 as a way to 
give back and say “Thank You” to our nation’s heroes. We are the largest nationwide network of affiliate real estate agents, lenders and 
local businesses providing easy ways for heroes to save significant money when buying or selling a home. How do you save money? When 
heroes work with our affiliate real estate agent and lending specialists they receive Hero Rewards® Contact me for more information!

1954 Lund Ave. SE  |  Port Orchard, WA  98366  |  360.876.7600 / 360.440.0860Duque 

young achiever
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ACCOUNTING &
BOOKKEEPING
Bookkeeping, ETC
Sirena Mitchell
(360) 509-8816
bookkeepingetcs.mitchell@
gmail.com

ATTORNEY
Seward & Associates,
Attorneys at Law
Richard Seward
(360) 602-1925
assetprotectionsolutions@
gmail.com
portorchardlaw.com

BOUDOIR PHOTOGRAPHY
Red Rose Boudoir
Rosemary
info@RedRose-Boudoir.com
www.redrose-boudoir.com

CAFE & RESTAURANT
The Grey House
Kim/Jason Yager &
Bill/Sharon Ware
(360) 876-5695
theGreyHouseCafe@gmail.
com
TheGreyHouse.com

Uncle Daves Cafe
Dave & Jan Bjorke
(360) 876-1858
uncledaves@statsguy.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANT
Jeffrey D. Cole CPA
Jeff Cole
(206) 463-3200
jeffrey.cole@jeffreycolecpa.
com
jeffreycolecpa.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Frederick Chiropractic
Dr. Karen Busso
(360) 895-4843
wktc4@yahoo.com

Mariner Chiropractic
Corey Findlay
(360) 692-5350
marinerchiro.com

COLOR
SEPARATOR/PRINTING
EXPERT
MySeps
Scott Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
scott@myseps.com
myseps.com

CUSTOM BOUTIQUE
JEWELRY
Lavalliere Design
Vanessa Dickson
(817) 201-6353
nessapotamia@yahoo.com
lavallieredesign.com

CUSTOM HOME DESIGN
Selby Design, LTD
Tami Selby
(360) 649-1826
pt.selby@yahoo.com
selbydesignltd.com

EYE CARE CENTER
Pacific Eye Care
Dr. Joseph Trull
(360) 895-2020
pacificeyecareofportorchard.
com

FOOD CATERING
In Good Taste Catering
Company
Stacey Hayter
(360) 204-8832

INDEPENDENT BEAUTY
CONSULTANT
Mary Kay
Janyce Gregg
(360) 876-9620
jgregg@marykay.com
marykay.com/jgregg

LAWN MAINTENANCE
McCormick Lawn and
Garden
Drew Bornfleth
(360) 535-4609
abornfleth@gmail.com

MARKETING
The Galloping Greeter
Kevin Mitchell
(253) 242-3144
thegallopinggreeter.com

PHOTOGRAPHER
Cherose Photography
Cheri Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
cheridetavernier@yahoo.com
Facebook.
com/cherosephotography

PROPERTY MANAGER
Home Sweet Rental
Miranda Long
(843) 822-0862
miranda@homesweetrental.
com
homesweetrental.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS AGENCY
Hayter Communications,
Inc.
Ryan Hayter
ryan@hayterpr.com
hayterpr.com

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
Better Properties
Mike & Sherri Loughlin
(360) 509-7212
theloughlingroup@gmail.
com
TheLoughlinGroup.com

REALTOR
John L. Scott
Doug Miller
(360) 801-0484
Doug@
southkitsapproperties.com
southkitsapproperties.com

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST
John L. Scott
Carol Glenn
(360) 620-2370
carolglenn@johnlscott.com

Life
at theWoods Attention McCormick Woods Residents:

Are you a McCormick Woods resident and own a business? 
Email LATW@n2pub.com to get your business featured. This is 
open to residents of McCormick Woods only.resident business guide
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WEDDING & 
ENGAGEMENT  PHOTOGRAPHY

WEDDING & 
ENGAGEMENT  PHOTOGRAPHY

Ace Mechanic
Small Engines

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR * Pickup & Delivery

Nathan Bracken
Mechanic

775-770-0587 •Acemechanicpo@gmail.com
10+ years experience

"Nathan has done great work for me. 
I recommend him." ~ Jim S.




