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KITSAP
   KITCHEN
& BATH CO.
The Joy of Remodeling

360-697-5616
1016 NE Forest Rock Lane, Poulsbo

www.kitsapkitchenandbath.com
Locally Owned, Established 1983 • Contractor Lic #COLLIHI173Q8

Don’t Replace It...Reface It!
Refacing provides the gorgeous look of a 

new kitchen at half the price!

Exquisite Materials • Stunning Interior Design 
New & Reface Cabinetry • Precision Remodeling

Come visit our design showroom today to learn more!

Before Before

After After

I M P O RTA N T 

PHONE NUMBERS

DISCLAIMER: N2 Publishing is not affiliated with or contracted by the McCormick Woods Homeowners Association, 
Inc. (the “Association”). This publication, including the content of articles and advertisements contained herein, is not 
authorized or endorsed by the Association. Any articles included in this publication and/or opinions expressed therein 
do not necessarily reflect the views of N2 Publishing but remain solely those of the author(s). The paid advertisements 
contained within the Life at the Woods magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2 Publishing or the publisher. 
Therefore, neither N2 Publishing nor the publisher may be held liable or responsible for business practices of these 
companies. NOTE: When community events take place, photographers may be present to take photos for that event and 
they may be used in this publication.

We are always looking for residents that 
are willing to contribute stories, pictures, 
ideas, and business recommendations. 
No contribution is too small. Email us at 
LATW@n2pub.com with your photos, 
suggestions, and requests.

AREA DIRECTOR/PUBLISHER 
 

AD DESIGN MANAGER

CONTRIBUTORS AT LARGE

Tristan Manning
(360) 626-3163
tristan.manning@n2pub.com

Tania Lee 
(901) 833-9885
Tania.Lee@n2pub.com

Residents of McCormick Woods!

We are always looking for residents to follow up on leads, find great stories and 

send us ideas. Let’s celebrate the great things happening in our community! No 

contribution is too small. Please email tristan.manning@n2pub.com with your 

pictures, suggestions, or requests.

UTILITIES

City of Port Orchard – Water & Sewer

Puget Sound Energy

Cascade Natural Gas

Waste Management

Cable Wave Broadband    

Century Link Phone/Internet

Wave Broadband Phone/Internet

HOSPITAL (URGENT CARE)

Harrison Port Orchard

CITY NUMBERS

Emergency

American Poison Control Center

Police Department

Fire Department

City Clerk

Mayor’s Office

Public Works

OTHER

Humane Society

Auto Licensing 

Chamber of Commerce

Library

US Postal Service

The Clubhouse Restaurant

Golf Pro Shop

Homeowners Association Office

24 Hour Animal Hospital - Uptown Animal Hospital

SCHOOLS

South Kitsap High School

Cedar Heights Junior High

Sunny Slope Elementary

Charles Wright Academy

(360) 876-5139

(888) 225-5773

 (206) 624-3900

(800) 592-9995

 (866) 225-5773

 (800) 475-7526

(866) 225-5773

(360) 744-6275

911

(800) 222-1222

(360) 876-1700

(360) 871-2411

(360) 876-7030

(360) 440-6483

(360) 876-4991

(360) 692-6977

(360) 895-2222

(360) 876-3505

(360) 876-2224

(360) 874-6903

(360) 895-0142

(360) 895-0130

(360) 895-3800

(253) 851-7387

(360) 874-5600

(360) 874-6020

(360) 443-3470

253-620-8373

www.n2pub.com
© 2019 Neighborhood Networks Publishing, Inc.



Life at the Woods  •  August 2019 August 2019  •  Life at the Woods4 5

SponsorNeighborhood

I N D E X
This section has been created to give you easier access when searching for a trusted neighborhood vendor to use. 
Take a minute to familiarize yourself with the businesses sponsoring the publication. These local businesses are 
proud to partner with you and make this magazine possible. Please support these businesses and thank them for 
supporting the publication!

AIRPORT SERVICE/LIMO
All City Airport Car Service

(253) 302-7864

ASSISTED LIVING
Stafford Suites
(360) 874-1212

ATTORNEY-PERSONAL INJURY
Gig Harbor Law
(253) 509-0625

AUTO COLLISION REPAIR
Fix Auto Collision - Port Orchard

AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP
Peninsula Auto Group

(800) 458-5808

CPA/TAX/ACCOUNTING
Peterson NW CPA

(360) 329-7031

CARPET CARE
His Touch Carpet Care and Detail 

Services
(360) 908-2153

CLEANING SERVICES
Shine Bright Cleaning Service

(360) 908-1431

DECKS & PATIOS
Northwest Decks

(253) 858-3130

ESSENTIAL OILS
DoTerra Essential Oils

(360) 471-8219

ESTATE PLANNING / ELDER LAW
Rick Biehl Law

Rick Biehl
(360) 552-2662

EYE CARE & OPTICAL
Pacific EyeCare of Port Orchard

(360) 895-2020

FINANCIAL AND INVESTMENT 
PLANNING

Edward Jones - Matthew Flores
(360) 876-2300

FUNERAL HOME & MEMORIAL PARK
Miller-Woodlawn Funeral Home & 

Memorial Park
(360) 377-7648

GARAGE DOORS
A-1 Door Service, Inc.

(360) 876-2814

HEARING HEALTHCARE
Kitsap Audiology

(360) 373-1250

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
Air Masters, Inc.
(360) 895-2527

INSURANCE AUTO - HOME - 
BUSINESS - LIFE

Victor Thompson - Farmers Insurance
(360) 602-6999

KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELING
Kitsap Kitchen And Bath

(360) 697-5616

LANDSCAPING
Nature’s Design Landscaping

(360) 876-8917

LANDSCAPING & TREE SERVICES
Olympic Meadows Landscaping

(360) 932-6630

MORTGAGE COMPANY
Fairway Independent Mortgage

MORTGAGE CONSULTANT
Caliber Home Loans

PEST CONTROL - INDOOR/OUTDOOR
Rainier Pest Control

(253) 509-5520

PET SITTING IN-HOME / WALKING / 
PET TAXI

Doggie Darlings
(360) 550-6744

PETS - GROOMING/MOBILE SERVICE
Kitsap Mobile Grooming

(360) 710-4094

PHOTOGRAPHY
Little Fish Photo
(843) 991-7635

PRIVATE SCHOOL
Annie Wright Schools

(253) 272-2216

Charles Wright Academy
(253) 620-8373

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Home Sweet Rental

(843) 822-0862

REAL ESTATE
Carol Glenn - John L. Scott

Carol Glenn
(360) 620-2370

REAL ESTATE BROKER
Doug Miller - South Kitsap Properties

Doug Miller
(360) 801-0484

Kelli Walker - John L Scott
Kelli Walker

(360) 440-0860

REALTOR
Bri Koerner - Keller Williams

Bri Koerner
(253) 303-1555

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS
Ace Mechanic Small Engines

(775) 770-0587

TRAVEL/LEISURE
Dreamzscape Tours & Travel Inc.

(360) 265-1052

TREE CARE SERVICES
Gig Harbor Tree Service

(253) 514-0977

WWW.NORTHWESTDECKS.COM
GIG HARBOR (253) 858-3130 | KITSAP COUNTY (360) 731-8445

DECK PICTURED IS ON A MCCORMICK WOODS HOME. CALL US TODAY TO GET A DECK OF YOUR OWN!!

COMPOSITE | WOOD | HANDRAILS | NEW | REMODELS
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from the publisher

N2 Publishing, the company behind Life At The Woods, was founded in June 
2004. That obviously makes this month our milestone 15th anniversary!  While 
N2 Publishing has a lot to celebrate, I wanted to take a moment to celebrate you. 
Each issue of Life At The Woods exists because of the stories you share, the pho-
tos you submit, and the love you show for your neighborhood. This is a magazine 
for residents, by residents, and it is my privilege to work alongside you.

As N2 looks toward the future, our goal remains the same: to provide residents 
a means to a more connected life and to turn neighborhoods into communities. 
I am so excited to continue on this journey together!

Oh... Don’t forget that the McCormick Woods Women’s Annual Golf Tournament 
is Tuesday, 27 August! Sign up before 17 August at the Proshop. Further event 
details and questions can emailed to Denise at dedebrown029@gmail.com 

Cheers, 
Tristan Manning
360.626.3163
tristan.manning@n2pub.com

McCormick Woods!
greetings,

· Competitive Management Fees
· Excellent Customer Care

· McCormick Woods Resident

Let us care for the home you created memories like these in.

360.207.0844360.207.0844

Reset/Deep Clean Special $300 
includes:

Windows and Tracks
Full bathrooms

Kitchen - wipe down cabinets, doors/ledges/base-
boards, light fixtures, switch plates, and floors.

Schedule your reset by August to get your 
routine cleaning at a discounted rate 

of $125 for the next year.
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tour & travel
Written by Elizabeth McCabe, N2 Staff Writer

D O N ’ T  B L O W  Y O U R  B U D G E T ! 

TIPS T O  S A V E  O N 

HOTELS
Planning a trip? Don’t blow your budget on hotels. Here are a few cost-cutting tips to save 

money when it comes to lodging. 

Take Advantage of Discounts
Have a AAA card? In addition to helping with roadside assistance, 
the American Automobile Association can also help you save when 
it comes to hotels. If booking online, be sure to check for a AAA 
discount or ask for it when booking over the phone. Expect to 
save anywhere from 5 to 20%. Some hotels have AAA Hot Deals, 
which can increase savings, too. A AAA card can pay for itself with 
the money saved when frequent travelers book discounted hotel 
rooms. AARP discounts are also offered for hotel rooms.

Travel During the Off-Season
Who says vacations must be taken in June and July? Consider 
planning an off-season vacation to maximize savings. Expect to 
pay more during peak season, which is mid-June through August; 
save money by traveling from November through March instead. 
Keep in mind, depending upon your destination, these seasons 
might change. For instance, the off-season in Vail, Colorado, is 
summer, with no shortage of activities for the avid adventurer, 
including hiking, rock climbing, swimming, and fishing. 

Become a Member 
Hotels often provide complimentary Wi-Fi to its members. Save 
dollars (and earn hotel incentives) by signing up for a hotel’s loy-
alty program. Other perks may involve complimentary breakfast, 
lounge access, extended checkout, and discounted hotel rates. Earn 
points to book free stays. Become a member to save money. 

Book Early
Avoid last-minute trips and escalating prices by planning ahead. 
Booking months in advance can save you significant money when 
it comes to hotel stays. Prices generally increase the closer the 
date of travel gets. If you’re booking late, consider using an online 
travel app (such as HotelTonight or Booking.com) to save money.

Shop Around
Consider choosing a budget hotel for your vacation. Select-ser-

vice hotels are less expensive than full-service hotels, which have 
room service, a restaurant, and other amenities. When choosing 
a hotel, consider how much time you will spend there and which 
facilities are truly necessary.

Hotel rooms don’t have to cost an arm and a leg. Maximize your 
vacation and live within your means by saving on lodging! 

Your locally owned Subaru Dealer
John Dionas

President-Owner

800-458-5808
3888 W St Hwy 16, Bremerton

Between Bremerton & Port Orchard

15 MINUTES FROM GIG HARBOR ▪ CLOSED SUNDAYS FOR FAMILY DAY

PeninsulaSubaru.com

PENINSULA
AUTO GROUP

Come
 meet 
Duke!
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precious pets

meet

By the Biscotti family

Your 

(360) 710-4094
KITSAPMOBILEGROOMING.COM

HAVE YOU
SEEN THIS DOG?

Handsome isn't he?

“Kitsap Mobile Grooming is our first choice for a bath after 
rolling in the mud as well as our scheduled grooming 
service. The groomers are friendly and kind, the dogs are left 
fresh and clean and all is done in the comfort of our own 
driveway! They bring the convenience of in-home grooming 
with none of the mess. Two paws up!” 
~ Elisabeth D.

YOUR Dream HOME
is waiting for YOU!

Bri Koermer
R E A LT O R

253.303.1555
3212 50th STREET CT NW,

STE 102 | GIG HARBOR, WA

Brianak@kw.com

Call me
today for 

 FREE Home
Valuation.

CARPET CARE AND DETAIL SERVICES

“His Touch Carpet Care came out last week 
and did an amazing job on my carpets. The 
service was incredibly professional and the 

end product was amazing. Not only is 
everything looking like new, but they did a 
miraculous job getting the urine and smell 
out of my puppy’s favorite pottie areas. I 
will definitely be a REPEAT CUSTOMER!” 

~ Linda Espinoza

Contact Shane Schmidt, Owner

www.HisTouchCarpetCare.com

Tile & Grout Cleaning • Upholstery Cleaning • Area Rug Cleaning • Auto Detailing • R.V.s • Boats

We offer Professional Deep Cleaning & Low 
Moisture Carpet Cleaning as well as other 

Quality Services to fit your individual needs. 
We provide the BEST VALUE of QUALITY 

CARPET CARE & Detail Service.

360.908.2153

5 star rating

Do you have a pet and would like to share its story? Email LATW@n2pub.com 
to get them featured in an upcoming issue. All types of pets are welcome!

brought home a baby girl two years ago, I have taught her that 
sharing is caring, especially at breakfast, lunch and dinner time!

If you had a job, what would it be? I would be a chef! I love 
food and am always in the kitchen when someone is cooking.

What is the naughtiest thing you have ever done? I once 
ate a whole Tupperware of chocolate chip cookies... Yummy!

It’s Friday night! What are your plans? I enjoy a nice Yappy 
hour followed by a nap.

Who is your favorite celebrity? Ch(Arlie)s Bark-ley of course.

If you were a dessert, what would you be? I’d choose ba-
nana pudding because it is simply Southern just like me!

Squeaky or bouncy — what do you look for in a toy? A 
good squeak!

What’s your favorite day of the year? May 1; it’s my birth-
day... but really it’s the day I was rescued by my family.

What’s your favorite season? Fall and spring – whenever it’s 
not too hot to lay outside in the sunshine.

Favorite kind of music? All I hear is Disney princess songs.

What would constitute a perfect day for you? Big break-
fast, long hike, long nap, evening walk, big dinner.

What’s your favorite color? I have three favorite colors: tan, 
white, and black! (Tricolor like me.)

Beach or mountains? I love them both.

Favorite movie genre? I’d rather take a nap.

Car ride or long walk? I enjoy a nice, long walk.

How did your name get chosen for you? I was named after 
the town where my human parents met: Arlington, VA. I was 
adopted when they were living in North Carolina from an animal 
shelter in Jacksonville. After North Carolina, we actually moved 
back to Arlington, so I lived in Arlington for a couple of years.

Owners: Matt, Ali and Amelia Biscotti

Age: 7 years old

Breed: Treeing Walker Coonhound

Where are you from, and do you have a nickname? Well, 
I’m a rescue from North Carolina, and I often go by “Arlie.” Oh, 
and before you ask... No, I do not do any tricks.

Do you have any dreams? Yes, often. It’s typically of me run-
ning in a huge open field. Apparently, I kick and bark in my sleep 
when that is happening. 

What do your people do that you like the most? I like it 
best when they take me on a hike with them.  

How are you so excited to eat the same food day after 
day? I get to eat lots of different things! Ever since my people 

ARLINGTON
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family spotlight · by Miranda Long

Get to know your neighbors better 
by having your family featured in an 
upcoming issue! 
Email LATW@n2pub.com.

The family has lived in Virginia, Hawaii, Rhode Island, and Japan. However, this isn’t the first 
time the Bobrowskis have been Washington residents. They have also been stationed in Everett 
and Whitney Island. They have covered all the Navy bases in Washington state. Joseph started 
his Naval career 19 years ago as a submarine officer stationed at Bangor before laterally trans-
ferring to Naval Intelligence. Joseph began his career as a graduate of the Naval Academy class 
of 2000. He went submarines and served aboard the USS Michigan. He laterally transferred to 
Naval Intelligence and has served with aviation, surface, and joint commands. Jennifer gradu-
ated from Trinity University and has taught fourth grade in several different states and abroad 
in Japan. When the kids were little, Jennifer stayed home with them.

Joseph and Jennifer chose McCor-
mick Woods as their home because 
they wanted a quiet refuge from their 
busy daily lives and a safe neighbor-
hood for their kids. Once residents, 
like most of us, they instantly fell in 
love with the great outdoor ameni-
ties, tree-lined streets, parks, and the 
trail systems. Jennifer commented, 
“The parks have provided fun for the 
kids to get their energy out on the 
playground equipment, but also has 
open spaces where we can help with 
the kids’ soccer and baseball skills. 
The streets have ample room for 
biking, walking, and running safely. 
If solitude is what we’re after, we hit 
the trails tucked off the main roads.” 
Their family loves being outside 
whenever possible. They are often 
playing family games on the drive-
way, such as basketball, badminton, 
kickball, or soccer and baseball drills. 
You might also see them biking and 
walking around the neighborhood!

The Bobrowski family has traveled ex-
tensively. They especially love visiting 
U.S. National Parks. However, have 
also had the opportunity to explore 
most of Asia and parts of the Middle 
East. When asked where they’d like 
to go next, Joseph and Jennifer said 
they’d like to explore Europe and hike 
the Camino de Santiago. The girls in 
the family love the beach, while the 
boys prefer the mountains. Thankfully, 
Washington offers both!

Michael and Catherine bring Joseph 
and Jennifer the most joy. They 
work hard in school and are active in 
sports. They love watching the kids’ 
hard work turn into success. Cath-
erine is a great soccer player. She 
plays for the local South Kitsap team. 
Michael is an avid baseball player, 
preferring to play pitcher or first 
base. He plays on a local Little League 
team. The two kids are only a year 
and four days apart in age, causing 
many to confuse them as twins. 

This month we are happy to feature the Bobrowski family! Joseph (dad), Jennifer (mom), Michael (12) and Catherine (11) 

have lived on Wexford Avenue in McCormick Woods for a year and a half. As many families in our neighborhood, the Navy 

brought them to the area. However, Joseph, a self-proclaimed Army brat, primarily grew up in Northern Virginia, and 

Jennifer grew up in St. Louis, MO. Joseph and Jennifer met through mutual friends and have been married 13 and a half 

years. Their children were both born in Honolulu, HI, but they have learned that home is where the Navy sends you. 

Bobrowski Familymeet the
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Ace Mechanic
Small Engines

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR * Pickup & Delivery

Nathan Bracken
Mechanic

775-770-0587 •Acemechanicpo@gmail.com
10+ years experience

"Nathan has done great work for me. 
I recommend him." ~ Jim S.

We’re Hiring!
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Part-Time Job?

hire you. Email applications to 
tristan.manning@n2pub.com.

Do You Like To Write?
We Have A Few Different Writing 
Opportunities
High School and College Students: If 
you are looking to build your college 
application or if you are attending 
college and need intern credits (or 
simply love to write), we would love 
to help you!

Kids: Like to write and looking for 
something fun to do this summer? We 
are looking to hear kids’ perspectives 
on events and interesting happenings 
in the neighborhood. We are also 
looking for creative short articles on 

Senior Account Executive
Do you have prior sales skills you’d 
like to utilize again, or perhaps you 
just love working with and meeting 
new people? We are looking for an 
energetic, passionate, self-motivated 
individual to reach new potential 
business sponsors and represent 
the publication. Very flexible hours, 
working independently (therefore, 
must be extremely self-motivated and 
not afraid to go to work!).

Compensation: Commission-based, 
plus additional perks/benefits based 
on tenure. If you’d like to be consid-
ered, do not send a resume; write 
us a letter in Microsoft Word 
format explaining why we should 

things that interest you! (Parental 
approval is required.)

Everyone Else Who Enjoys Writing: 
Are you looking for a creative outlet 
occasionally? Or maybe you have an 
idea or article you would like to sub-
mit and earn a little extra spending 
money in the process? We would love 
to talk with you, as well!

For all writing opportunities, please 
send us a letter in Microsoft Word 
format explaining why you’d like to 
be involved. If available, include any 
previous writing sample(s) as well. 
Email applications to tristan.man-
ning@n2pub.com.

We are growing and expanding our reach and we are looking to add a handful of key 
team-members to work part-time with us! We’d love to hear from you if you’re interested. 
Check out these positions!

Looking for a
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resident recipe

&

by Carol Glenn

This easy and fun recipe offers a quick stir-and-serve main or 
side dish. The golden-brown potatoes and onions are visually 
appealing and a satisfying meal.  

Fresh herbs and bell peppers add color.
1. Cut about 1 ½ lbs. of boneless, skinless chicken breasts or ten-
derloins into small pieces. Heat oil in a large skillet on high heat; 
cook for about 2 to 3 minutes, then remove.

2. In the same skillet over medium-high heat, cook onions (bell 
peppers if you like) for 7 to 8 minutes or until beginning to brown 
on edges, stirring occasionally.

3. Stir in potatoes and corn, cook 20-25 minutes or until heated 
through. Remove from heat, cover, and let stand 3 minutes to 
absorb flavors. Stir before serving. Season to taste with salt and 
pepper, if desired, and/or add your choice of seasonings.

4. Enjoy!

Would you like to have your favorite family recipe featured in the next issue? 
We looking for tasty recipes to share! Email LATW@n2pub.com.

Potato,skillet

chicken
Tosscorn
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home matters

Living at McCormick, you’re in on a little secret. A secret that 
McCormick is a truly special community, unlike any other in 
Kitsap County or beyond.

So many things add up to make McCormick special. We have 
more than seven miles of walking and hiking trails, fantastic 
parks and playgrounds, an award-winning golf course, dedicated 
green space, a central location in the woods but close to the city, 
new homes by custom builders, and, most importantly, great res-
idents. As you cherish the warm summer sunshine, and enjoy the 
exciting activities and events at McCormick just out your front 
door, we hope you can take a moment and delight in this commu-
nity you’ve built. The little secret you call home.

If you or someone you know are looking for a new home in Mc-
Cormick, our model homes are open and waiting for you to stop 
by. You’ll find fairway, green and greenbelt homesites showcasing 
single-story, two-story or master-on-main plans from several in-
credible home builders. We hope these custom-crafted homes not 
only provide inspiration but pleasure in knowing you are living 
the good life at McCormick.

Thank you for making this community special. This summer we 
hope you can get out and enjoy our trail network, with over seven 
miles to explore. Pups will especially appreciate the walk! We’ve 
included a trail map in this article, feel free to take it with you 
when you venture out. Happy trails to you!

For more information on our model homes and available homesites, 
visit our website, www.liveatmccormick.com. #McCormickPets

Vehicle Accidents
Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Managing
Attorney

Nathan Sukhia

Get the Legal Representation you need today.
253-313-1396  |  Nathan@gigharborlaw.net

McCormick
Happy Trails

to you at
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sponsor spotlight

Marie

Article by Matt Haver 
Photos courtesy of Marie Longo

“We’ll come to your house and watch your animal while you’re 
gone, come by for morning and evening feedings, watch them 
overnight, or just stop by for a check-in,” Marie said. “For dogs, 
most people want someone to come in and keep them company 
and walk them.”

Marie and Ashley prefer to work with dogs and cats (no rodents, 
reptiles, or exotic animals, please!) and always come by for a 
meet-and-greet with the pets they care for beforehand, to make 
sure the animal is comfortable with them and to ensure a good fit.

“It allows us to meet the clients and for them and their pet to 
get to know us,” Marie shared. “We also provide a form for 
owners to fill out that tells us about any special health or diet 
needs the pet has.”

Doggie Darlings is a labor of love for Marie and that allows her 
to keep her pricing competitive. She offers multi-pet pricing for 
walking and sitting, and affordable add-on services like waste 
cleanup and administering medicine. Marie will even provide 
daily photo updates for clients who like to see their pets from a 
distance, like Canterwood resident Maggie Arnold.

“I loved how they sent me picture texts for updates so I could see 
my fur baby while I was away!” Maggie shared. “I thought Doggie 
Darlings did a great job, both Marie and Ashley were very pleas-
ant and professional. My home was spotless when we returned 
from our trip, and, most importantly, our dog Radar didn’t miss a 
beat and seemed well-adjusted when we came home.”

Maggie is just one of many happy customers in the Canterwood 
and McCormick Woods neighborhoods, where the Doggie Dar-
lings duo focus much of their attention. 

“Marie has taken care of our cat several times,” McCormick 
resident Linda Broun shared. “She is responsive to me and alerts 
me to anything that may be unusual while caring for Bella. Most 
of all, she loves Bella, and Bella loves her and being able to stay 
home while we travel!”

Marie and Ashley happily provide references to all prospective 
clients, an essential element in selecting a reputable sitter.

“Always contact a prospective sitters references, make sure they 
get along with your dog, make sure they’re insured, and talk 
about their past experience,” Ashley shared.

Mother and daughter obviously enjoy working together, and Ma-
rie describes Ashley as her best friend. When they’re not looking 
after the four-legged set, they enjoy shopping and antiquing 
together and gaming at the Suquamish Casino. Ashley recently 
graduated from UW (Marie’s alma mater) at age 20, and a trip to 
Las Vegas for her 21st birthday is already in the works. Locally, 
they take frequent trips to Fort Warden and Olympic Game Farm 
with Dad and little brother in tow.

Marie’s parents and two siblings are long-time Kitsap residents, 
and she has lived locally for 41 years. She celebrates the fact that 
working with pets has led to so many new human friendships in 
the local community.

“The people in McCormick and Canterwood are so nice!” she 
said. “The best part of this job is the people I get to meet.”

And don’t forget Pepper, their 7-year-old basset-beagle; Piper, 
a 3-year-old chihuahua; and the newest addition to the family, 
Bootsie, a feisty kitten.

Marie’s love for her own four-legged family members was the 
incentive behind forming her business.

“I always found it difficult to find someone to watch our animals 
while we were on vacation, and I don’t like to take them to the 
kennels if I don’t have to,” Marie shared.  

Doggie Darlings serves clients in the greater Kitsap County and 
Gig Harbor area and provides dog walking and in-home pet sit-
ting services, whether for a day, a week, or for extended periods 
like vacations. 

Doggie Darlings is a family business if ever there was one. Marie Longo launched her in-home pet-sitting business 

in September 2018 with her daughter Ashley who, as a trained accountant, also handles all the bookkeeping. Marie’s 

husband, Aaron, a computer engineer, built and runs their website, and photos of the family’s pets grace their 

homepage. Doggie Darlings is run from their home near Jackson Park in Port Orchard where Marie prides herself as a 

homemaker and soon-to-be homeschool mom to her 11-year-old son Logan.

D O G G I E  D A R L I N G S  C O R P .
LO

N
G
O

CONTACT INFO: Doggie Darlings, Corp.
phone: (360) 550-6744  |  email: doggiedarlingscorp@gmail com
web: https://doggiedarlings.com
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resident book review 

Humankind

written by  
Yuval Noah Harari

Reviewed by Helen Punches

Here is the question: How did Homo Sapiens evolve from an unexceptional 
savannah-dwelling primate to become the dominant force on the planet? And, 
by the way, how did we outlast the other humans that developed along with us? 
And how, in evolutionary terms, did we advance so quickly to where we are 
now? Dr. Harari has some answers, which he frames in terms of three major 
revolutions: the Cognitive, the Agricultural and the Scientific.  

The Cognitive Revolution took place between 70,000 and 50,000 years ago with 
the appearance of new ways of thinking and communicating. This may have 
been caused by genetic mutations that made changes to the wiring of our brains, 
allowing us to think and use language in radical new ways, enabling us to share 
precisely detailed information about the world around us and, better yet, to gos-
sip, speculate and imagine things that don’t exist in the physical world. Legends, 
myths, religions and gods appeared for the first time with the Cognitive Revolu-
tion. This new ability also allowed us to form bigger groups than the maximum 
150 or so individuals that had been the norm for millennia. If you can talk about 
ideas and concepts, and come to a broad agreement on them, you can establish 
churches, corporations and even international partnerships.

For about 2.5 million years, humans lived on whatever nature provided. Then 
about 70,000 years ago, we began raising crops and selectively breeding the 
animals we domesticated. We usually consider this a good thing – a step in 
the right direction. But Dr. Harari posits that it also changed our diets for the 
worse, going from the varied plants and animals that we could hunt and gather 
to the one or two crops we could raise on our allotted lands. And as time went 
on, those allotted lands often belonged to one lord while everyone else worked 
for him and eked out a living on the portion he allowed them, perhaps living in 
villages and towns separate from the lands they worked. This appears to be the 
beginning of the restructuring of an egalitarian situation to a society where an 
elite few rule and accrue riches while most labor for a very small share of the 
rewards. Living in villages and towns made the peasants more susceptible to 
communicable diseases. And the domestication of animals has not generally 
been to the benefit of the lives of those animals. Think of today’s industrial 
farming – a topic no one likes to think about very deeply.

Then there’s the Scientific Revolution, which led to the Industrial Revolution, 
which led to the Technology Revolution, and the beat goes on. The last segment 
of this book, called “Happily Ever After,” is a meditation on what we might 
become, or invent. Think DNA manipulation, cloning and bionic body parts. 
This segment is chilling. If you think of cloning as making replacement parts 
for defective organs, that’s just the beginning. There’s a wealthy polo player 
in Argentina (he was on 60 Minutes a  couple of months ago) who has 14 polo 
ponies, all cloned from his favorite mare. He calls them by their numbers. As 
we all know, in spite of the ethical arguments and the general resistance to ex-
treme uses of scientific knowledge, if it can be done, it will be done. And some 
of the things that can be done now are, depending on your point of view, either 
amazing or horrifying.

Dr. Harari’s final question: “Has all this progress, and the recent trend toward 
less violence and more prosperity, made homo sapiens any happier?” There’s a 
lot to think about in this book. You may or may not agree with his conclusions, 
but I think you’d enjoy reading this story of the biological and societal evolu-
tion of our race.

Member SIPC

When it comes to your to-do
list, put your future first.

To find out how to get your financial goals on track,
contact your Edward Jones financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com

Denette K Chu, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
423 Sedgwick Rd
Suite 121
Port Orchard, WA 98367
360-876-4709

Matt Flores, CRPC®
Financial Advisor
1740 Pottery Avenue
Suite 209
Port Orchard, WA 98366
360-876-2300

Sapiens:
A Brief

History of
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life committee

com
m

unity life com
m

ittee corner 
By Liz D

ean

The new leaders of the Community Life Committee (CLC) are Liz 
Dean, Chris Stewart and Kelly Wright. They are all residents of 
Eldon Trails and are excited about the opportunity to contribute 
to the strong community of McCormick Woods.

The CLC contributes to the social and cultural environment for 
the McCormick Woods residents through organized events year 
round. The CLC provides opportunities for residents to get to-
gether and build strong relationships.

The CLC works closely with the McCormick Woods Clubhouse 
events coordinator and restaurant manager planning year-round 
activities such as the popular Summer Family Fun BBQ, Trivia 
Nights, Oktoberfest Oompah, Summer Concerts on the Green, 
Family Movie Night and Holiday Parties.

Air Masters, Inc.
“These guys are the best. They did a great job installing my new 
ductless AC and heat! They showed up on time, worked hard to 
get everything done fast, and did an excellent job cleaning up af-
ter themselves. Then they even did the rebate paperwork. Thanks, 
Air Masters!” – Matt M.

Olympic Meadows Landscaping
“These guys are great; they will take the time to review what you 
need, and make sure everything is well taken care of before they 
leave. Great guy to get into a contract with for yard maintenance. 
Ask him for a quote; it’s worth it!” – Victor T.
 
Kitsap Kitchen and Bath Co.
“Kitsap Kitchen and Bath just finished my new bathroom, and 
pleased doesn’t even begin to describe our experience! From the 
design to the finished room, everyone was just wonderful. Even 
though everyone was so professional, they were still warm and 
friendly; it was like having some favorite family members helping 
us out with our remodel. I had a minor emergency trip to the ER 
one morning that totally threw the schedule off, and they were 
so understanding and accommodating. We now have three more 
projects lined up!” – Mary H.
 
Jennifer Carter – Caliber Home Loans
“Jennifer Carter and her team were outstanding. Great communi-
cation with the underwriters. Smooth process.”

Northwest Decks
“Quality work. Fair price. Excellent interaction. Beautiful deck! 
We found Pacific Northwest Deck with a web search. They got 
high marks, and I can see why.” –Kenneth R.
 
Kitsap Mobile Grooming
“So glad we finally tried them out! My dog was getting overly 
stressed by going to the groomer for four hours at a time (I think 
from all the other barking dogs). So easy and convenient. Not 
overpriced. The groomer was efficient. He took about an hour. My 
dog came out happy, soft, clean and nicely trimmed up. We’ll be 
definitely doing this in the future.” – Nickolett U.

Carol Glenn
McCormick Woods Expert
Residential Specialist
Cell: 360.620.2370
carolglenn@johnlscott.com

LET ME HELP YOU GET THE BEST DEAL!

Are you living in your dream home?
Want a new home or thinking of selling yours?

For a distinctive marketing edge, a higher level of 
service, and the personal care you deserve, feel free 
to call or email me.

I am your neighbor, McCormick Woods Expert, and 
a longtime resident of Port Orchard.

reviews
RAVE

Anyone who is interested in getting involved and helping the committee 
make these events successful should contact the CLC directly, via the email 
link: communitylifemw@gmail.com.

introducing
communitythe new

His Touch Carpet Care
“This is my third time using His Touch. Shane does a fantastic job 
and always takes great care and pride in his work, which I very 
much appreciate and have not found his level of finished work 
with any other company. As I have five dogs ... I’m beyond appre-
ciative of the finished look of my carpet each time he’s come! No 
small task for him!” – Sheri E.
 
Gig Harbor Law – Nathan Sukhia
“Attorney Nathan Sukhia is knowledgeable, professional, and 
does a brilliant job. He was very responsive, had ready answers to 
our questions, and made us feel as though we were valued clients 
even though our case was small. We would highly recommend 
Nathan to anyone. In addition, his team in the office were profes-
sional, courteous, and kind.” – Derek W.
 
Rick Biehl Law
“Rick helped me execute a will in a matter of hours. His ability 
to understand the time-sensitive nature, ask the right questions, 
and provide outstanding counsel is top-notch. Definitely my at-
torney and top recommendation when it comes to estate planning 
and elder law.” – Tyler S.
 
Victor Thompson – Thompson Agency  
Farmers Insurance
“Victor Thompson and his team are top-notch. They are a great 
diverse group of individuals that will come together and take care 
of all your insurance needs.” –Ian V.
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DoggieDarlings.com
doggiedarlingscorp@gmail
2737 SE Branson Ct
Port Orchard, WA 98366
360.550.6744

Dog Walking And In-Home Pet Sitting Services

Don't Fret, We'll
Watch Your Pets.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION TO
MEET YOUR FURRY FRIEND!

A Coeducational Independent Day School in Tacoma
Preschool - Grade 12 // Bus Service

gocwa.info/gravellylake   (253) 620-8373

Voted Best Private Middle School

JUST WHEN YOU THINK IT WILL
NEVER HAPPEN TO YOU...

T H O M P S O N  A G E N C Y  W I L L  H A V E  Y O U  C O V E R E D .

Thompson Agency
1 7 0 3  S E  S e d g w i c k  R d ,  S t e  1 0 3

P o r t  O r c h a r d ,  W A  9 8 3 6 6

360.602.6999

“GIVING PEACE ON MIND, ONE POLICY AT A TIME.”
Your local Insurance Professional

ACCOUNTING &
BOOKKEEPING
Bookkeeping, ETC
Sirena Mitchell
(360) 509-8816
bookkeepingetcs.mitchell@
gmail.com

ATTORNEY
Seward & Associates,
Attorneys at Law
Richard Seward
(360) 602-1925
assetprotectionsolutions@
gmail.com
www.portorchardlaw.com

BOUDOIR PHOTOGRAPHY
Red Rose Boudoir
Rosemary
info@RedRose-Boudoir.com
www.redrose-boudoir.com

CAFE & RESTAURANT
The Grey House
Kim/Jason Yager &
Bill/Sharon Ware
(360) 876-5695
theGreyHouseCafe@gmail.
com
TheGreyHouse.com

Uncle Daves Cafe
Dave & Jan Bjorke
(360) 876-1858
uncledaves@statsguy.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANT
Jeffrey D. Cole CPA
Jeff Cole
(206) 463-3200
jeffrey.cole@jeffreycolecpa.
com
jeffreycolecpa.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Frederick Chiropractic
Dr. Karen Busso
(360) 895-4843
wktc4@yahoo.com

Mariner Chiropractic
Corey Findlay
(360) 692-5350
marinerchiro.com

COLOR
SEPARATOR/PRINTING
EXPERT
MySeps
Scott Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
scott@myseps.com
myseps.com

CUSTOM BOUTIQUE
JEWELRY
Lavalliere Design
Vanessa Dickson
(817) 201-6353
nessapotamia@yahoo.com
www.lavallieredesign.com

EYE CARE CENTER
Pacific Eye Care
Dr. Joseph Trull
(360) 895-2020
pacificeyecareofportorchard.
com

FOOD CATERING
In Good Taste Catering
Company
Stacey Hayter
(360) 204-8832

INDEPENDENT BEAUTY
CONSULTANT
Mary Kay
Janyce Gregg
(360) 876-9620
jgregg@marykay.com
marykay.com/jgregg

LAWN MAINTENANCE
McCormick Lawn and
Garden
Drew Bornfleth
(360) 535-4609
abornfleth@gmail.com

MARKETING
The Galloping Greeter
Kevin Mitchell
(253) 242-3144
thegallopinggreeter.com

PHOTOGRAPHER
Cherose Photography
Cheri Detavernier
(360) 443-2596
cheridetavernier@yahoo.com
Facebook.
com/cherosephotography

PROPERTY MANAGER
Home Sweet Rental
Miranda Long
(843) 822-0862
miranda@homesweetrental.
com
homesweetrental.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS AGENCY
Hayter Communications,
Inc.
Ryan Hayter
ryan@hayterpr.com
hayterpr.com

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
Better Properties
Mike & Sherri Loughlin
(360) 509-7212
theloughlingroup@gmail.
com
www.TheLoughlinGroup.com

REALTOR
John L. Scott
Doug Miller
(360) 801-0484
Doug@
southkitsapproperties.com
southkitsapproperties.com

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST
John L. Scott
Carol Glenn
(360) 620-2370
carolglenn@johnlscott.com

Life
at theWoods Attention McCormick Woods Residents:

Are you a McCormick Woods resident and own a business? 
Email LATW@n2pub.com to get your business featured. This is 
open to residents of McCormick Woods only.resident business guide
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Photos as unique as your family. Moments you’ll want to hold on to.

erika@littlefishphoto.com • LittleFishPhoto.com

Lifestyle & Documentary Family Photography

Book today!

Free Consultation

Elder Law
Estate Planning

Probate
Mediation

360-552-2662 | 18442 WA-3 in Allyn | www.RickBiehlLaw.com
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